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Building Markham’s Future Together Towards a Sustainable Community

1. Purpose

1. To compare Markham’s Council expense reporting 

to other GTA municipalities 

2. To obtain direction on the frequency, detail and 

ease of access of future Council Expense Reports. 
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2. Background

The  Municipal Act Section 284 requires municipalities to 

provide an itemized statement of remuneration and expenses 

paid to each member of Council on an annual basis.

Staff submitted the report to Committee at the meeting held on     

March 19, 2012

Staff were directed “to examine the reporting of remuneration 

and expenses of  other comparable GTA municipalities 

including the level of detail reported out and a comparison of 

allowances for Members of Council between Markham and 

other comparable GTA municipalities”
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3. Details of Review

Staff conducted a review of the reporting practices of Council 

expenses with GTA municipalities relating to:

1. The extent of details provided in the annual reporting to Council 

as legislated by the Municipal Act 

2 a) Any other reporting including frequency of reporting

2 b) Any additional reporting of expenses on the internet
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Note: The comparison of allowances for Members of Council between Markham and other 

comparable GTA municipalities will be addressed at a future Workshop
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3. Details of Review

The municipalities that were reviewed included:

1. Oakville 5. Newmarket

2. Brampton 6. Burlington

3. Mississauga 7. Richmond Hill

4. Vaughan 8. Toronto

Refer to Exhibit A for details of review and comparison of reporting 
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4. Observations

1) Extent of Details Provided in the Annual Reporting to Council

o Oakville, Vaughan, Newmarket and Burlington report expenses 

broken down into 3 categories 

o Mississauga reports expenses under 4 categories

o Richmond Hill reports expenses under 5 categories

o Markham & Brampton report expenses under 8 categories

o Toronto reports expenses under 13 categories
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Of the Municipalities surveyed:

Markham provides the second most detailed breakdown of expenses by category

Refer to Exhibit A for details of review and comparison of reporting 
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4. Observations

2a) Any other reporting including frequency of reporting

o Markham, Brampton, Mississauga, Vaughan and Richmond Hill 

provide monthly reporting to Councillors

o In addition, Markham and Vaughan provide a copy of the monthly 

report to the Clerk’s department which is available to the public, if 

requested
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Of the Municipalities surveyed:

Only Markham and Vaughan provide monthly reporting to Clerks 
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4. Observations

2b) Any additional reporting of expenses on the internet

o Brampton, Mississauga, Vaughan, Newmarket, Richmond Hill and 

Toronto post expenses quarterly

o Burlington posts expenses semi-annually

o Oakville & Markham post expenses annually 
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Of the Municipalities surveyed:

Two thirds of the Municipalities post Council expenses quarterly on the Internet
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2b) Any additional reporting of expenses on the internet - Con’t

• The next few slides are examples of Council expense reports 

from Burlington, Mississauga, Newmarket and Vaughan which 

are posted on the Internet

General Observations:

o The details included on each report vary

o The format of each report is similar (expenses are  grouped 

by account with transaction details)

o The frequency that each report is posted on the Internet is 

either quarterly, semi-annually or annually
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4. Observations
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Burlington (posted semi-annually on Internet)

General Observation

Expenses reported  

by individual 

Councillor in 12 

categories
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Mississauga (posted quarterly on the Internet)

General Observation

Expenses reported  

by individual 

Councillor grouped 

in 11 categories with 

transaction details 

and monthly         

sub-totals
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Newmarket (posted quarterly on the Internet) 

General Observation

Expenses reported  

by individual 

Councillor and are 

not grouped

This report includes 

individual 

transaction details
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Vaughan (posted annually on the Internet)

General 

Observation

Two page 

document reported  

by individual 

Councillor 

First page is a 

summary of 

expenses by 

account number  

comparing actuals 

vs. budget with 

variances and prior 

year actuals
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General Observation

Second page of the 

report has the 

transaction details 

for each account.

(Report appears to 

be a direct printout 

from the general 

ledger)

Vaughan (posted annually on the Internet)
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Markham’s Current Annual Report
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4. Observations

 Mayor

Frank Jack Jim Gordon Joe Valerie Howard Don Carolina Colin Alan Logan Alex

Scarpitti Heath Jones Landon Li Burke Shore Hamilton Moretti Campbell Ho Kanapathi Chiu

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

Councillors' Salaries & Benefits

    

Salaries 122,345    76,034      69,121      69,121      69,121      69,121      69,121      69,121      69,121      69,121      69,121       69,121       69,121      958,720            

Benefits 30,892      19,199      17,453      17,453      17,453      17,453      17,453      17,453      17,453      17,453      17,453       17,453       17,453      242,074            

Car Allowance -             -             -             -             -             -             -             -             -             -             -             -             -                         

Sub Total - Salaries & Benefits 153,237    95,233      86,574      86,574      86,574      86,574      86,574      86,574      86,574      86,574      86,574       86,574       86,574      1,200,794         

Discretionary Expenses

Mileage/ Gasoline 6,138         1,936         2,215         2,350         -                 462            1,257         -                 1,687         1,323         36              165            4,856         22,425              

Meetings 3,599         1,034         3,051         1,044         -                 286            791            95              1,394         161            -                  1,388         683            13,526              

Training/Seminars/Conferences -                 324            -                 -                 -                 -                 -                 -                 92              -                 -                  -                  -                 416                    

Car Lease 12,883      -                 -                 -                 -                 -                 -                 -                 -                 -                 -                  -                  -                 12,883              

Membership Fees/Subscriptions 1,031         227            1,234         1,433         5                5                812            24              5                49              5                 28              462            5,320                 

Promotion and Advertising -                 1,997         -                 1,108         -                 439            2,919         6,281         3,082         2,813         6,072         4,913         499            30,123              

Printing and Office Supplies -                 -                 -                 -                 -                 -                 161            68              -                 227            316            6                 -                 778                    

Sub Total - Discretionary Expenses 23,651      5,518         6,500         5,935         5                1,192         5,940         6,468         6,260         4,573         6,429         6,500         6,500         85,471              

Grand Total 176,888    100,751    93,074      92,509      86,579      87,766      92,514      93,042      92,834      91,147      93,003       93,074       93,074      1,286,265         

Council Directed Expenses  (Non - Discretionary)

Training/Seminars/Conferences 4,911         3,777         -                 4,960         -                 95              1,649         25              6,579         95              3,511         3,532         7,263         36,397              

Total - Council Directed Expenses 4,911         3,777         -                 4,960         -                 95              1,649         25              6,579         95              3,511         3,532         7,263         36,397              

Grand Total 181,799    104,528    93,074      97,469      86,579      87,861      94,163      93,067      99,413      91,242      96,514       96,606       100,337    1,322,662         

Ward Councillors  Regional Councillors

Total

TOWN OF MARKHAM

SUMMARY OF REMUNERATION AND EXPENSES FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL

 FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2011
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5. Recommendations

1. Annual expense report to Council as legislated by the Municipal Act

Recommendation: report will remain the same

2. Monthly expense reporting to Councillors

Recommendation: report will remain the same and emailed to 

Councillors for review 

3. Reporting on the Internet

Recommendations:
• Web access to be improved 

Create a link to existing annual Council expense report                                                               
(currently only available by searching Council minutes) 

• Post current monthly Council expense report 

• Post a new quarterly Council expense report with more details, as shown on slide 18
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Recommendations align with the majority of the municipalities reviewed
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Proposed Additional Report

(Exhibit B) Councillor's

Name

$

Councillors' Salaries & Benefits

Salaries 69,121                        

Benefits 17,453                        

Car Allowance

Sub Total - Salaries & Benefits 86,574                        

Discretionary Expenses

Mileage/Gasoline
50kms Apr 12/12 26                                

62kms May 12/12 32                                

105kms Sept 15/12 55                                

68kms Nov 12/12 35                                

148                              

Meetings
Feb 19/12  XYZ Restaurant 52                                

Mar 16/12 ABC Restaurant 32                                

Apr 12/12 XYZ Restaurant 45                                

Apr12/12 Parking 10                                

139                              

Training/Seminars/Conferences 
Apr 2-4/12 XYZ Conference 300                              

Apr 2-4/12 XYZ HOTEL 350                              

Apr 4/12 ABC Restaurant 45                                

695                              

Membership Fees/Subscriptions
Feb 5/12 XYZ Magazine 50                                

50                                

Promotion and Advertising
Oct 5/12 ABC Newspaper Ad 250                              

250                              

Printing and Office Supplies
Apr /12 XYZ Print Shop 10                                

10                                

Sub Total - Discretionary Expenses 1,292                          

Grand Total 87,866                        

Council Directed Expenses  (Non - Discretionary)

Training/Seminars/Conferences 
Aug 21-24/11 AMO Conference 600                              

Aug 21-24/11 AMO HOTEL 500                              

Total - Council Directed Expenses 1,100                          

Grand Total 88,966                        

QUARTERLY SUMMARY OF REMUNERATION AND EXPENSES FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL

CITY OF MARKHAM

FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1 TO December 31, 2012
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6. Next Steps

1. Report in November 2012 to Committee with recommendations 

from Staff based on feedback/direction from the Council Workshop 

that will balance legislated requirements with fiscal prudence, 

transparency and associated administrative costs

2. In February 2013, a workshop will be held to compare allowances 

for members of Council between Markham and other comparable 

GTA municipalities
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Questions
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Details of Review

Slide 21

Markham Oakville Vaughan

Reporting to Council - 

Annual  Legislated

Both Discretionary and Council Directed 

Expenses. Discretionary expenses are 

broken down into 8 Categories: Salaries & 

Benefits, Mileage/Gasoline, Meetings, 

Training/Seminars & Conferences, Car 

Lease (Mayor), Membership Fees & 

Subscriptions, Promotion & Advertising and 

Printing & Office Supplies. Council Directed 

Expenses include Training, seminars & 

Conferences

Breakdown of expenses into 3 

categories : Salaries & Benefits, 

Vehicle Allowance & Insurance and  

Community Outreach & 

Professional Development

Breakdown of expenses into 3 

categories : Remuneration & 

Benefits, Expenses and Other 

Charges (incurred by City 

departments)

Additional Reporting 

Other than above

Monthly statement of expenses circulated to 

Councillors for their review. The report 

includes both discretionary expenses and 

non discretionary expenses ( seminars and 

conferences, FCM/AMO etc). A copy of the 

report is provided to Clerks.

Expenses report circulated to 

members of  Council each quarter 

for their review.  Annual report to 

Council

Monthly expenses report circulated 

to Councillors for review and copy of 

the report given to Clerks dept.

Reporting on the Internet

No additional reporting other than council 

report

No additional reporting other than 

council report

Expenses report updated quarterly 

and posted. Transaction details of 

individual expense category from the 

financial system posted
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Details of Review
Newmarket Burlington Mississauga

Reporting to Council - 

Annual  Legislated

Breakdown of expenses into 3 

categories : Remuneration & 

Benefits, Auto Allowance and Other 

Expenses

Breakdown of expenses into 3 

categories : Salaries & Benefits, 

Conferences and Mileage & Other 

Expenses

Breakdown of expenses into 4 

categories : Salaries & Benefits, 

Car Allowance, News Letters and 

Constituency Expenses

Additional Reporting 

Other than above

Quarterly expenses report posted 

on the internet

Expenses report updated half yearly 

on the internet (June & Dec) 

Monthly reporting to Councillors for 

review. New policy approved 

recently to provide individual details 

of expenses (without receipts) 

posted  on the internet quarterly 

effective 1st qtr 2012

Reporting on the Internet

Detailed itemized listing of Other 

Expenses posted (without receipts)

Details of expenses broken down 

into 12 categories (Mileage, Books 

& Subscriptions, Printing, Postage 

etc) with variance to Budget posted 

semi-annually.

Individual details of Constituency 

Expenses broken down by category 

(Memberships, Conference, 

Seminars etc) posted (without 

receipts)
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Richmond Hill Brampton Toronto

Reporting to Council - 

Annual  Legislated

Breakdown of expenses into 5 

categories : Salaries & Benefits, 

Automobile, Constituency, 

Conferences and Other Expenses

Break down of expenses into 8 

Categories: Salaries & benefits, Car 

Allowance/expense, FCM/AMO, 

Professional & Business 

Development, Business Office 

Expenses, Community Development 

& Sponsorship and Telephone & 

Cellular

Breakdown of expenses into 13 

categories : Remuneration & 

Benefits paid by City, Remuneration 

& Benefits paid by Special Purpose 

& external Bodies, Office Supplies, 

Transportation & Parking, 

Communication, Telecom, Business 

Meetings, Advertising, Professional 

Services, Conferences, 

Constituency Office Expenses, City 

Hall/ Civic Centre rent, Other 

expenses

Additional Reporting 

Other than above

Monthly expense report are 

distributed to Council members for 

review

Monthly expenses report are 

distributed to Council members for 

review. Quarterly updates on the 

internet

Itemized details of expenses are 

posted and updated quarterly

Reporting on the Internet

No additional reporting other than 

council report in 2011. Effective 

June 2012 quarterly reports were 

posted on the internet as per 

Council approval in April 2012

Expense reported for the period 

beginning the term of Council is 

updated quarterly and posted. This 

report provides total expenses 

incurred on Seminars & 

Conferences, Business Office 

Expenses, Community Development 

& Sponsorship and Telephone & 

Cellular

Detailed office expense records are 

updated online four times a year 

(beginning in 2008). On the detailed 

expense report site information by 

Councillor Name, ward and category 

(travel, postage, equipment, etc) is 

available. The site provides the total 

spent up to the previous quarter 

(year-to-date information) as well as 

copies of invoices

Details of Review
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Markham Oakville Vaughan Newmarket Burlington Mississauga Richmond Hill Brampton Toronto

Reporting to Council - 

Annual  Legislated

Both Discretionary and Council Directed 

Expenses. Discretionary expenses are broken 

down into 8 Categories: Salaries & Benefits, 

Mileage/Gasoline, Meetings, 

Training/Seminars & Conferences, Car Lease 

(Mayor), Membership Fees & Subscriptions, 

Promotion & Advertising and Printing & Office 

Supplies. Council Directed Expenses include 

Training, seminars & Conferences

Breakdown of expenses into 3 

categories : Salaries & Benefits, 

Vehicle Allowance & Insurance and  

Community Outreach & Professional 

Development

Breakdown of expenses into 3 

categories : Remuneration & 

Benefits, Expenses and Other 

Charges (incurred by City 

departments)

Breakdown of expenses into 3 

categories : Remuneration & 

Benefits, Auto Allowance and Other 

Expenses

Breakdown of expenses into 3 

categories : Salaries & Benefits, 

Conferences and Mileage & Other 

Expenses

Breakdown of expenses into 4 

categories : Salaries & Benefits, Car 

Allowance, News Letters and 

Constituency Expenses

Breakdown of expenses into 5 

categories : Salaries & Benefits, 

Automobile, Constituency, 

Conferences and Other Expenses

Break down of expenses into 8 

Categories: Salaries & benefits, Car 

Allowance/expense, FCM/AMO, 

Professional & Business 

Development, Business Office 

Expenses, Community Development 

& Sponsorship and Telephone & 

Cellular

Breakdown of expenses into 13 

categories : Remuneration & Benefits 

paid by City, Remuneration & 

Benefits paid by Special Purpose & 

external Bodies, Office Supplies, 

Transportation & Parking, 

Communication, Telecom, Business 

Meetings, Advertising, Professional 

Services, Conferences, Constituency 

Office Expenses, City Hall/ Civic 

Centre rent, Other expenses

Additional Reporting Other 

than above

Monthly statement of expenses circulated to 

Councillors for their review. The report 

includes both discretionary expenses and non 

discretionary expenses ( seminars and 

conferences, FCM/AMO etc). A copy of the 

report is provided to Clerks.

Expenses report circulated to 

members of  Council each quarter for 

their review.  Annual report to 

Council

Monthly expenses report circulated to 

Councillors for review and copy of the 

report given to Clerks dept.

Quarterly expenses report posted on 

the internet

Expenses report updated half yearly 

on the internet (June & Dec) 

Monthly reporting to Councillors for 

review. New policy approved recently 

to provide individual details of 

expenses (without receipts) posted  

on the internet quarterly effective 1st 

qtr 2012

Monthly expense report are 

distributed to Council members for 

review

Monthly expenses report are 

distributed to Council members for 

review. Quarterly updates on the 

internet

Itemized details of expenses are 

posted and updated quarterly

Reporting on the Internet

No additional reporting other than council 

report

No additional reporting other than 

council report

Expenses report updated quarterly 

and posted. Transaction details of 

individual expense category from the 

financial system posted

Detailed itemized listing of Other 

Expenses posted (without receipts)

Details of expenses broken down into 

12 categories (Mileage, Books & 

Subscriptions, Printing, Postage etc) 

with variance to Budget posted semi-

annually.

Individual details of Constituency 

Expenses broken down by category 

(Memberships, Conference, 

Seminars etc) posted (without 

receipts)

No additional reporting other than 

council report in 2011. Effective June 

2012 quarterly reports were posted 

on the internet as per Council 

approval in April 2012

Expense reported for the period 

beginning the term of Council is 

updated quarterly and posted. This 

report provides total expenses 

incurred on Seminars & 

Conferences, Business Office 

Expenses, Community Development 

& Sponsorship and Telephone & 

Cellular

Detailed office expense records are 

updated online four times a year 

(beginning in 2008). On the detailed 

expense report site information by 

Councillor Name, ward and category 

(travel, postage, equipment, etc) is 

available. The site provides the total 

spent up to the previous quarter 

(year-to-date information) as well as 

copies of invoices

 Reporting of Council Expenses 



Councillor's

Name

$

Councillors' Salaries & Benefits

Salaries 69,121                        

Benefits 17,453                        

Car Allowance

Sub Total - Salaries & Benefits 86,574                        

Discretionary Expenses

Mileage/Gasoline
50kms Apr 12/12 26                              

62kms May 12/12 32                              

105kms Sept 15/12 55                              

68kms Nov 12/12 35                              

148                            

Meetings
Feb 19/12  XYZ Restaurant 52                              

Mar 16/12 ABC Restaurant 32                              

Apr 12/12 XYZ Restaurant 45                              

Apr12/12 Parking 10                              

139                            

Training/Seminars/Conferences 
Apr 2-4/12 XYZ Conference 300                            

Apr 2-4/12 XYZ HOTEL 350                            

Apr 4/12 ABC Restaurant 45                              

695                            

Membership Fees/Subscriptions
Feb 5/12 XYZ Magazine 50                              

50                              

Promotion and Advertising
Oct 5/12 ABC Newspaper Ad 250                            

250                            

Printing and Office Supplies
Apr /12 XYZ Print Shop 10                              

10                              

Sub Total - Discretionary Expenses 1,292                          

Grand Total 87,866                        

Council Directed Expenses  (Non - Discretionary)

Training/Seminars/Conferences 
Aug 21-24/11 AMO Conference 600                            

Aug 21-24/11 AMO HOTEL 500                            

Total - Council Directed Expenses 1,100                          

Grand Total 88,966                        

QUARTERLY SUMMARY OF REMUNERATION AND EXPENSES FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL

CITY OF MARKHAM

FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1 TO December 31, 2012

8/31/2012


