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Create unique cultural connections within the park
experience that appeal to the town's extremely

diverse population now and in the long-term.
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Background - Opportunity

FENCTY
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Background - Process

4 N 4

Research

\_ / \_

Tender

4 N

Construction

! !

*Community Meeting *Park Steering
*Park Steering Committee Review

Committee Review — *Community Meeting

4 DRAFT TOWN OF MARKHAM COUNCIL PRESENTATION - 17TH MAY 2010

\_ /

FENCITY

PROJECTS



Background - Team Collaboration

OpenCity
Projects
Cultural
Research &
design

Linda Irvine
Planning & Urban
Design Dept

Ken Hoyle
|Landscape
Architects

Council
Community
Consultation
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Our approach to defining recommendations on how
culture manifests in the park space through:

e Research

* Design Direction

6 DRAFT TOWN OF MARKHAM COUNCIL PRESENTATION - 17TH MAY 2010



Research
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Research Findings

FENGITY
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Research Findings

People’s

Needs

| eitchcroft

History

\/

FENCiTY

9 DRAFT TOWN OF MARKHAM COUNCIL PRESENTATION - 17TH MAY 2010 PROJECTS



Research - Leitchcroft History
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COUNTIES
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CIRCA.
1803

1787

1820

First Nations

Mississaugas

DRAFT

British and

American settlers

Asian

Immigrants

Pennsylvania European
German settlers from

the United States

immigrants

FENCiTY

TOWN OF MARKHAM COUNCIL PRESENTATION - 17™H MAY 2010 PROJECTS



Leitchcroft's Changing Demographics

4 I
® Canadian ¥ Canadian
¥ ndia
" European
¥ lran
|
" Russia
China
HK
2001 Data: Community Snapshots: Recent Immigrant Living in York Region, Based on Statistics Canada, 2001 Census Data2.
1971 Data: Planning amidst Diversity: The Challenges of Multiculturalism in Urban and Suburban Great Toronto,
Marcia Wallace, PhD Thesis University of Waterloo
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Research Findings

| eitchcroft

History

FENCiTY
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Research Findings - Interviews

Vinod Luthra Frank Yue Bonnie Cheung
India China China
- 66 years old * 64 years old » 27 yearsold
Moved from New Delhi Moved from Hong *  Moved from Hong
oved from THew e, Kong, 1990 Kong, 1991
|ndla, via London for *  Empty-nester, lives with ¢ Lives with her parents
university, 1968 . .
. . his wife and older sister
* Empty-nester,liveswith  «  Tyo children, *  Works in software
his wife grandchildren customer service

Two children, four

grandchildren

Worked as an engineer

DRAFT
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Lloyd Helferty

4th Generation Canada

36 years old

4th generation
Canadian; Family
Initially from western
Europe

Lives with wife

Mother and sister live in

Richmond Hill

Works as a technologist
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Research Findings - People’s Needs

Most residents express dissatisfaction with generic Canadian parks.

“In Canadian parks, nothing really stands out.” “The playgrounds are all in plastic.”

They are accustomed to small meeting spaces for more intimate activities.

“In Hong Kong, there are many places to meet and sit down. Chinese people don't sit

on the ground.”

All cultural groups use large, shaded gathering spaces especially for group meals.
‘| like to get together with friends and go to the park after church. We bring our
own food, talk and eat.”

FENCTY
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“The park should be a place with meaning. A
place that’s relevant to the community and
attracts them to use it. A place that’s for
everybody, that will bring the community out

9

for areason.’

—Leitchcroft resident

FENCiTY
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Research Findings

| eitchcroft

People’s

Needs

History

\/
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Cultural Segments

DRAFT

R
2001
" India India Chl_l|n|2 - Persia
Native Canadian
"
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Cultural Research Structure

_Space & Philosophy

Health & Wellness i China & )
' ~ India Persia

iﬁ,ﬁﬁg‘ﬁl HK

Native Canadian

J O _J
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Cultural Research Structure

_Space & Philosophy

Health & Wellness

i;ﬁ%ﬁ?i
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Cultural Research: example

Space & Philosophy

2 ( \
re—
= Eo= - fi = =
7%{,‘ =] = 5
- ﬁ : , Circle
=1 | === = = ‘ The circle is the most powerful aboriginal symbol.
H ﬂ ! e @ Native Canadians believe that all living things

strive toward wholeness.

Health & Wellness

Animals and Nature

<= === Native people have a reverence for nature and
3@ El == | ol o st mmasa

endow animals and objects in nature with
personal qualities and a soul.

FENCITY
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Cultural Research: example

_Space & Philosophy

Health & Wellness

s EEEE = E

| eisure

/

CHINA: Wellness

Chi

“Life breath” or vital energy present in an object,
person or Flace. Chiis foundational to the
practice of feng shui and traditional Chinese
medicine.

Feng Shui

Translates as “wind-water.” Ancient Chinese
system of aesthetics used to understand the
relationships between nature and ourselves so
that we might live in harmony in our environment.

Feng shui allows us to live with rather than against nature and helps
improve life by receiving positive chi. The five elements should be
represented and simplicity in buildings or gardens is important.

J
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Cultural Research: example

Space & Philosophy

Y N

Sensual Delight

Unlike Japanese or English gardens, Persian
Gardens are not constructed as places of

J discove'z. They serve as sensual delight or as
settings for monuments.

Health & Wellness

) Outdoor Teahouses

= ‘ Gathering places where friends meet to talk or
1 % H. EE E. E. ii play chess over a cup of tea. Many teahouses are
traditionally decorated with Persian art,
characterized by motifs from nature.

FENCiTY
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Cultural Patterns: Process

History

History

,,,,,,,,,,

Space & Philosophy
(

Cultural Patterns

LR

Demographics

eitchcroft’s Changing Demographics

g
s ']

Interviews

Leisure

Research Findings - Interviews
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llﬁ.—_ﬂ - —~ | ‘jil o =Ly -\ 7/
_IIC ‘ Cral ) IWa\
Walking
Native | ( Shared, meandering pathway that stitches together all places,
] Culture spaces and activities in the park.
Circle “Its very important that nothing is straight. It gives you aesthetics
. and the circle of life. It generates positive spirits. When you go
through the curves, you think of the ups and downs of life.”
: Chinese \
M S etl n g Wellness
Dragon path
India
Leisure
R | . Circle of Life
elaxing

FENCITY
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Cultural Patterns: example

Social Seating

Walking

| [ Social seating areas, protected from the sun and wind, throughout
the park. These areas offer a place to socialize and engage in

board games and other play activities.

“Going to a park is something you do together, with friends or
family’”.

Meeting

Relaxing

FENCITY

DRAFT TOWN OF MARKHAM COUNCIL PRESENTATION - 17TH MAY 2010 PROJECTS



Cultural Patterns: example

(Shadow Shelters
Walking r

N \
Persia Architectural shelter structures to create shade, privacy and
Leisure appealin?] sights taking inspiration from the Chinese &avilion,

g Persian shadow pavilion or bridges over waterways (Persian and
Shadow pavilion Chinese).

sensual delight “Chinese people would like shelters to protect from the sun.”

India
Wellness

Trees

Meeting

China

Pavilions
Park lay out

Relaxing

FENCiTY
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Cultural Patterns: example

Walking

Meeting

Relaxing

Yoga & Meditation

India
Wellness
Yoga

N
Description: In India, Chinese and contemporary Canadian

culture, yoga and meditation are popular activities. This requires
secluded areas and shade spots.

“I've done yoga all my life. That's why at 67 I'm still fit."

India
Wellness
Meditation

China
Wellness
Meditation

FENCITY
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Walking

Cultural Patterns: example

Water formation

(

N\

China ) ( In all cultures and park expressions, a pond is a consistent theme.
Culture The water area could have gold fish, from Chinese culture, and a
wide stairways, allowing people easy access.
Fena Shy ‘Moving water soothes your nerves. You'l find it meditative.”
Water & Rock
“In feng shui, water is important.”
. Persia
Meeting e
Water paths
India
Wellness
elaxing
()
| ==
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Park Layout
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Culture in the Park
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Authentic:

VANPGRS
r‘v' RSN o

'.Wh‘at"',it"i,s,f.". What it is not!
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Inclusive

What it is... What|t‘1s;mﬂﬁ(/
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Progressive

Whakit |'s

Futuristic
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Vibrant
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Recommendation_s

Souri Pame Raso
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Public furniture

ﬁclusi. e !

'
-
Lo

E .

Contemporary Vibrant

B Fo
'» -

FENCTY

DRAFT TOWN OF MARKHAM COUNCIL PRESENTATION - 177H MAY 2010 PROJECTS



Public furniture: Authentic
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Public furniture: Inclusive

FENCiTY
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Pub\ic furniture: Contemporary

./’- e

- - -

Public furniture will be designed to have a modern AM‘R c

forward-looking and tolerant community.

"""EI Y
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Public furniture: Vibrant

FENCiTY
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Palette: Public furniture

Colour Earth tones

Materials

Forms

Textures

FENCTY
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Shade structures

Authentic Inclusive

..

—

FENCiTY
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VWater works

Authentic

""I'II'_' T4
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Authentic
&L’y

R |nc|usivh§ _Jl Contemporary Vibrant

-

-
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Signage

-

Contemporary Vibrant
1

sne Diaries

FENCiTY
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“pay | ftu

LUk

RETREAT

A get-away in your backyard St‘éfq'out of the

citysinto nature with meanderlng
L . -
pathways, relaxation spots, rectéation
and Socialddctivity

e iy el

.-‘ ©e I’lIV.‘|1'|U

An informal
meeting place
s thz}ofﬁérs all of Leitchcroft’s

.+ residents shared experiences.
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» (Consistent community engagement informed
design and resulted in quicker consensus

* Framework tor bringing cultural elements to lite
in the park

* (lear rationale for design direction
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Next Steps

a I
Research

\_ J
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Design

Tender

-~

*Park Steering Committee
Review, May 17th
*Community Meeting

!

June TBD

!

January 2011

\_

Construction

~

_/

!

Spring 2011
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