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City of Toronto

Residential Driveway Widths — Existing Zoning By-law Regulations

Area Residential Dwelling Type Driveway Width
Toronto detached, duplex, row house, Min. 2.6 m
rowplex, semi-detached, demi- | Max. 2.6 m for lots with frontage of 9.15 m or
detached duplex, triplex, semi- | less
detached triplex Max. 3.05 m at front lot line and 4.9 m at front
wall of bldg. (for lots with frontage > 9.15 m)
Fast York No minimum,
Max. 3.0m
York Detached, semi-detached, Min. 2.4 m
converted dwelling, duplex Max. 40m
FEtobicoke Detached, semi-detached, Min. 24 m
duplex, triplex Max. 6m
North York | Detached, semi-detached. Min. 3.8m
duplex Max. 6 m: driveway leading to garage can
exceed 6 m but cannot exceed width of garage
Scarborough | Detached. semi-detached, Min. 2.5 m
duplex, street townhouse Max. 6 nx:
Max. 9 m for 3 car garages where the lot
frontage is 24 m or more in communities of
Centennial, Highland Creek. West Hill

Proposed Zoning Regulations

Lot Frontage Size | Front Yard Driveway Front Yard Parking | Front Yard Landscaping Seft Landscaping
Width
107m(35&)and | e Minimum. 2.7 m and Permit 1 parking Minimum 50% landseaped | Minimum 75% of the front
less maximum 3.3 m. space on the driveway | opea space. yard, excluding driveway
>107mG5f)to | e Minimum2.7 m and in tandem to a parking and parking space. to be soft
<24m (79 ft.) maximum 3.3 m. space located behind landscaping.
» For 2 adjoining parking | the main front wall.
spaces behind the main Landscaped open space is Soft landscaping is an area
front wall, but not in the an area that supports the that supports the growth of
rear yard, ‘maximum 6 m. growth of vegetation and vegetation such as grass,
24 m (79 &.) and s  Minimum 2.7 m and may include a walkway, trees, shrubs. flowers or
greater maximum 3.3 m. patic or sﬁmilar area, ‘bm other [;()lants and permits
» Forup to 3 adjoining does not include a driveway | water infiltration into the
parking spaces behind the “or parking space. ground.
main front wall, bur not
in the rear yard.
maxirmuy 9m but no
greater than the width of
adjoining parking spaces.
- Notwithstanding the above. the portion of the driveway located in the front yard leading to a parking space in the rear yard

shall not exceed the width of the driveway in the side yard.

- A driveway in the sideyard would be limited to a maximum width of 3.3m.

- For driveway access from a flankage street. the driveway width would be minimum 2.7m and maximum 3.3m. For 2 adjoining
parking spaces behind the main wall maximum 6n.

Front Yard Parking Standards in Residential Zones
Town of Markham
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Residential Front Yard Landscaping — Existing Zoning By-law Regulations

frontage)

R B3 Zone: Defacked (B m
lot frontage}, semt-detached,
duplex, triplex, double duplex.
double tniplex

R3 Zone: street townhouse

R, RM2 Zones: apartments,
tcwnhouses stacked and street

townhouses, double duplex,
double tnplex

Area Residential Dwelling Type Front Yard Landscaped Open Space
Toronto detached, duplex. row house, | - muimmum 50% frout vard landscaped open
rowplex. semi-detached, semi- | space (includes landscaping, walkway, patio,
detached duplex, mplex, sem:- | platform max. 1.2 m above ground. pool,
detached triplex, converted tenmis court or other recreational area}
house - lots with a frontage less than 9.1 m,
mininmm 30% of the 50% landscaped open
space nyust be soft landscaping (landscaping
and area that permits water infiltration into the
ground)
- lots with a frontage 0of 9.13 m or greater,
oninimoum 40% of the 50% landscaped open
space must be soft landscaping
East York RIC R2A F2B, R3A (East - lots with frontage less than 7.5 m, max. 60%
York): detached. semu- of front yard can be covered by parking pad
detached, duplex, miplex, and the remainder to be landscaped open space
double duplex, double triplex | (lawn. trees, shrubs, flowers, patios, pergolas,
and walks, but not car parking areas, ramps,
drrveways, or other areas with 3 nupervious
surface, BOT SWiranung poois)
(ork R1 Zone: Detached (12mlot |- mimmum 50% front yard green landscaped

open space {allows the permeation of water, and
which 1=
maintenance of grass, trees, shmbs, flowers,
vegetables or other planting material; cannot be
used for parking)

- punmum 33% front yard green landsecaped
open space (excluding porch, verandah, deck,
or balcony)

- mintmum 10% front vard green landzcaped
opcn spale
- mintmum 0% front yard green landscaped

open space (excluding porch, verandal, deck
or balcony)

surtable for the growth and

Front Yard Parking Standards in Residential Zones
Town of Markham
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Area

Residential Dwelling Type

Front Yard Landscaped Open Space

Etobicoke

Detached, semi-detached,
duplex, triplex

- Driveway can be max. 6 m wide or 40% of
the front yard area. Rest of front yard can only
be used for sodding, landscaping, footpaths, or
other permitted structures.

North York

R zones: Detached

BM zones: semt-detached

PM zones: semms, duplex,
riplex, double duplex,
townhouses, apartments

- Lots with a frontage of 15 m or more,
maximum 30% front vard hard surface
(dnveways, parking spaces, patios, unenclosed
parch, walkways or other such hard surfaces)

- Lots with a frontage less than 15 m,
maxinum §0% front yard hard surface

- Maximum 70% front yard hard surface
(dniveways, parking spaces, patios, unenclosed
porch, walkways or other such hard surfaces)

- All vard areas other than driveways and
parking spaces are to be landscaped (lawn.
shrubs, walkway, patio}

Scarborough

Detached, semi-detached,
duplex, townhouses

- No general regulations for residential zones.
- Circular driveways are permutted on lots with
a frontage greater than 18 m frontage provided
the driveways and parking spaces in the street
vard do not cover more than 60% of the street
vard.

- Hammerhead turnarounds are pemmitted on
lots with a fromtage greater than 18 m or on
lots having access to 27 m wide streets
provided the driveways and parking spaces in
the street vard do not cover more than 60% of
the sireet vard.

Front Yard Parking Standards in Residential Zones 11
Town of Markham

May 12, 2006



Residential Front Yard Parking — Existing Zoning By-law Regulations

Area Zoning By-law Regulation Parking For A Second Suite
Toronto - carmot park bevond the front wall of a - can park on a dniveway io fromt of
houge the main front wall of the dwelling
- can park beyond the front wall of a house | - the parking space may be located
1f a licence is issued by the City partistly on the boulevard if 2
- permits casual parking om a driveway boulevard licence 15 issued
East York (6752} | - front vard parking pad is only permitted on | - can park in front of the main wall of
lots less than 7.5 m in wadth the house in tandem on a driveway
leading to the required parking space
for the dwelling
otk For buildings built prior to 1977 - can park m the front yardon a
- front yard parkmg only pennitted whena | duveway which leads to 2 required
parking space cannot be providedina parkmg space
garage. mn the side yard, orin the rear vard | - can park in the boulevard when a
- fromt vard parking may extend into the, boulevard hcence and parking permit
boulevard when a boulevard licence and have been 1ssued by the City
parking permit have been issued by the City
North York - can park it a garage, in the rear yard, or on | - can park on a driveway in the front,
& driveway 1n the front or side yard of side vard, and in the rear yard
- tandem parking is permitted - tandem parking is penmitted
Etobicoke - required parking space nmst be in a - can park 1e front of the required
garage, carport or it the rear yard parking space.
- can park in the front vard on a driveway
which leads to a required parking space
- detached or semi-detached house buiit
prior to 1949 1950 1962 orl 964
{depending on area)} which cannot provide a
required parking space m compliance with
the by-law can have 1 parking space in the
front vard
Scarborough - can only park o the front vard on a - can park m the front yard in tandem
dnveway which leads to a required parking | on 2 driveway leading to the required
space parking space for the dwelling
- the required parking zpace can be located
m the street vard provided the dwelling was
butit prior to 1985, the side yards are less
than 2.5 m in width, and a patking space did
uot exist on the site prior to 1985
- m Brrchehiff Conumnity, the required

parking space can be Iocated in the siveet
yard provided

{1) a parking space was not established prior
to 1985, or

(1) the max. width of combined droveway
and parking space is 3 m. In the street yard,
the parking space and driveway to have a
miminum acute angle of 80 degrees; or

(i) For a mutnal driveway, the required
parking space can be located paralle] and
abutting the mutual driveway and have a
max. width of I m.

Front Yard Parking Standards in Residential Zones

Town of Markham
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MERIDIAN

PLANNING CONSULTANTS INC.

MEMORANDUM

To: Dave Miller

From: Nick McDonald and Joe Nethery

Date: June 13, 2006

Re: Proposed Front Yard Parking Standards in Markham and Toronto

Our File No: 3146

As requested, we have compared Markham’s current front yard parking proposal to the
one recently endorsed by the City of Toronto. It should be noted that the Toronto
proposal applies to the former municipalities of Toronto, York, East York and
Scarborough.

Driveway Widths, Landscaping and Soft Landscaping

Markham is proposing to restrict driveway width by giving homeowners the option of
having a driveway that is:

o no wider than 1.5 metres than the width of the garage opening (with no
restrictions on the amount of landscaped open space required); or,

o no more than 6.1 metres wide, provided a minimum of 40% of the front yard is
the site of soft landscaping.

Toronto is proposing to simply tie driveway widths to lot frontage. This is primarily
because many of the homes in the older parts of Toronto do not have garages
extending from the front wall, as is the case in Markham. Instead, many are located
in the rear and are accessed by a driveway located beside the home.

Markham is proposing to require 40% of the front yard to be composed of soft
landscaping, whereas Toronto is requiring 50% (on lots having under 15.0 m of
frontage) or 60% (on lots having over 15.0 m of frontage) to be landscaped. In
addition, the Toronto by-law will require 75% of the landscaping to be soft. This
means that 37.5% of front yard of the smaller lots and 45% of the front yard of the
larger lots in Toronto has to be composed of soft landscaping.

On the basis of the above, the overall landscaping standard is less onerous in
Markham. However, in comparing soft landscaping requirements, Markham requires
more soft landscaping on the smaller lots (40% versus 37.5%) and less soft landscaping
on the larger lots (40% versus 45%) than in Toronto.

113 Collier Street, Barrie, Ontario L4M 1H2
Telephone: (705) 737-4512 Facsimile: (705) 737-5078
Website: www.meridianplan.ca



Potential Driveway Widths

How these figures apply on the ground depends upon several variables, most
importantly the dimensions of the particular lot. We have calculated four scenarios -
for illustrative purposes only - of maximum potential driveway widths on sample lots in
Markham and Toronto under each By-law. These figures would change depending upon
the individual circumstances on each lot.

1. Lot frontage of 10.0 m, front yard depth of 6.0 m, garage width of 3.0 m

On a small lot with a single-car garage, a property in Markham could have a driveway
up to 6.0 m in width (in order to provide the required 40% of the front yard area as
soft landscaping).

On the same lot in Toronto, the maximum potential driveway width would be 5.0 m
(again, to meet landscaping requirements).

A property owner in Markham would be required to provide 24.0 m* of the front yard
area as soft landscaping, while a property owner in Toronto would be required to
provide 22.5 m? of the total front yard area as soft landscaping.

2. Lot frontage of 10.0 m, front yard depth of 6.0 m, garage width of 6.0 m

If the same lot as above has a double-car garage, the maximum potential driveway
width would be 7.5 m in Markham, or the width of the garage plus 1.5 m. There is no
minimum requirement for the provision of soft landscaping on these properties.

This lot in Toronto would have the same requirements as the above scenario:
maximum driveway width of 5.0 m to meet landscaping requirements, and at least
22.5 m? of the total front yard area covered by soft landscaping.

3. Lot frontage of 12.0 m, front yard depth of 6.0 m, garage width of 6.0 m

On a mid-sized lot with a double car garage, the maximum potential driveway width
would be 7.5 m in Markham, or the width of the garage plus 1.5 m. There is no
minimum requirement for the provision of soft landscaping on these properties.

On the same lot in Toronto, the maximum potential driveway width would be 6.0 m
and th(g minimum required area of the front yard covered by soft landscaping would be
27.0 m",

4. Lot frontage of 15.1 m, front yard depth of 7.5 m, garage width of 6.0 m

On a large lot with a double car garage, the maximum potential driveway width would
be 7.5 m in Markham, or the width of the garage plus 1.5 m. There is no minimum
requirement for the provision of soft landscaping on these properties.

On the same lot in Toronto, the maximum potential driveway width would be 6.0 m
and the minimum required area of the front yard covered by soft landscaping would be

113 Collier Street, Barrie, Ontario L4M 1H2
Telephone: (705) 737-4512 Facsimile: (705) 737-5078
Website: www.meridianplan.ca



51.0 m*. Lots having at least 15.0 m in frontage in Toronto are subject to an increased
soft landscaping requirement.

Again, we note that potential widths would vary based on individual circumstances,
and that these are provided for illustrative purposes only.

Grandfathering Clause

At the present time, it is not proposed to insert a specific ‘grandfathering clause’ into
the proposed Markham By-law.

The Toronto by-law does, however, the ‘grandfathering clause’ specifically applies to
lands within the former City of Toronto and only in circumstances where a license to
construct or add on to a driveway has already been issued under the City of Toronto
Act. In essence, if a license has already been issued, the driveway is ‘grandfathered’.
The text of the Toronto clause is found in Appendix ‘A’.

The Toronto by-law is silent on the issue of driveways that were erected in accordance
with previous zoning by-laws under the Planning Act, as is the proposed Markham By-
law.

Licensing and Special Conditions
At this time, Markham is not proposing a permit system specifically for driveways.

Toronto already has such a system (as a result of special powers enabled by the City of
Toronto Act of the early 1980’s) and is using this review to strengthen its role in
planning applications. A poll of all residents on a given street or block is required
prior to the first request for a driveway expansion. Currently, 25% of residents need
to petition for a poll, with 50% of voting residents needing to say “yes” to approve the
expansion. It is proposed to increase those numbers to 50% at the petition stage and
60% voting “yes”. Poll results are valid for three years afterward. An approved
application results in a “front yard parking licence” being granted to the property
owner. Should the amendment be adopted, the City will require Site and Landscaping
Plans in addition to vehicle information, proof of ownership, and a permit fee.
Permits are renewed annually.

Toronto also proposes to use their permitting system as a means to accomplish other
goals as well, in particular environmental considerations. As a condition on the
permit, the City proposes requiring permit holders to plant an additional tree on
either their property or somewhere in the vicinity. If a tree is not planted, the City
will plant a tree at the applicant’s expense and collect it through an additional levy on
the property. Permeable paving treatments, such as ecostone or turf stone, are to be
used on the parking pad. Further, the City is proposing the applicant be required to
disconnect the eavestrough downspouts, if both applicable and feasible. Also, if a
permit holder voluntarily wishes to cancel the permit, the City proposes offering
several services to the property owner including re-sodding, tree planting, water
audits, and a free year of on-street parking for one vehicle in the household.

113 Collier Street, Barrie, Ontario L4M 1H2
Telephone: (705) 737-4512 Facsimile: (705) 737-5078
Website: www.meridianplan.ca



It must be noted that several areas in Toronto permit on-street permit parking year
round and have for many years. Permitting on-street parking allows the City to refuse

or reject some permit applications.

Geographic Limitations on Permits

Toronto is also planning on being quite strict with its enforcement of a maximum two
parking spaces per property: one in the garage, one on the driveway. Parking pads
and permits are proposed only for specific areas in the City (most Wards in Toronto are
prohibited from submitting applications) as a last resort and only where required
parking spaces cannot be accommodated elsewhere on the lot. The recommended
driveway widths will be the maximum extents permitted.

The following tables, attached as Appendix ‘A’ to this report, provide a direct
comparison between provisions in the proposed Markham and Toronto By-laws. Note
that the Toronto proposal is not final and is subject to change.

(7 (e

Nick McDonald, MCIP RPP Joe Nethery
Partner Planner

113 Collier Street, Barrie, Ontario L4M 1H2
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Website: www.meridianplan.ca



APPENDIX ‘A’ - PROPOSED FRONT YARD PARKING STANDARDS IN MARKHAM
AND TORONTO '

Issue ... Markham: , Toronto
Dwelling  types | Ground oriented residential dwellings: Any property with a residential
affected - single detached; building:
semi-detached; - single detached;
duplex; converted house;
triplex; detached house;
fourplex; duplex;
multiple or townhouse dwelling row house;
units with direct motor vehicle rowplex;
access from a public street. semi-detached house;
semi-detached duplex;
triplex or semi-detached
triplex

Yards affected Front and exterior side yards. Front yard only.

Maximum Equal to the greater of: Minimum 2.6 m.

driveway width i) the gar.age door width plus 1.5 Lots with frontage less than 6.0 m -

metres; or, 2.6m
ii) 6.1 metres, provided a|“’
minimum 40% soft landscaping | Lots with frontage of 6.0 m to 23.0 m -
is provided in the front or | 6.0 m
exterior side yard that the .
driveway is located. Lots with frontage greater than 23.0 m
-9.0m

Landscaping Minimum 40% soft landscaping in front or | Lots less than 15.0 m wide - 50% of the

requirements exterior side yard that the driveway is | front yard as landscaped open space.
located. Lots greater than 15.0 m wide - 60% of

the front yard as landscaped open
space.

From the above, 75% of the
landscaping to be soft (permeable).

Maximum Where there is no private garage all areas | Not covered in the proposed Toronto

parking pad on a lot accessible to motor vehicles shall | By-law; would be subject to existing

width be considered as parking pads. In this | parking By-laws covering the former
case, a parking pad is permitted. municipalities.
Equal to the greater of: . .
) 3.7 metres; or, Parking pads are intended only for
i) 6.1 metres, provided a | properties there is no private garage.
minimum 40% soft landscaping
is provided in the front or
exterior side yard that the
driveway is located.

Setbacks When crossing a front lot line, a driveway | No provisions in proposed new By-law
or parking pad used for parking motor | (would be treated by garage width and
vehicles must meet the same minimum | location, maximum driveway width).
distance from an interior or exterior side
:)outildli'r?e as is required for the main NOTE: Toronto project manager is

8 looking into this.

Where a private garage is detached from

the main building, the driveway shall be no

closer to the exterior or interior side lot

line than the minimum distance for the

detached private garage.

When crossing an exterior lot line, a

driveway or parking pad used for parking

motor vehicles must meet the same

minimum distance from the front or rear

lot line as is required for the main

building.

Comparison of Current Front Yard Parking Proposals for Markham and Toronto 1
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issue

Markham

Toronto

Where a private garage is detached from
the main building a driveway shall be no
closer to rear lot line than minimum
distance requirement for the detached
private garage.

Where there is no private garage are
parking pad shall be no closer to rear lot
line than the minimum distance for a
detached accessory building.

Circular
driveways

A second 3.7 metre wide driveway is
permitted on lots with frontages greater
than 19.2 metres provided:

i) main building is set back at
least 8.0 metres from street
line;

ii) driveways at least 7.0 metres
apart at the street line; and,

iii) second driveway connects the

public street to the driveway
providing direct access from
the public street.

Not covered

Garages facing
interior side lot
line

Maximum driveway width in this scenario -
6.1m.

Not covered

Other issues

Grandfathering

No clause in proposed By-law.

Legally constructed driveways built prior to
By-law amendment that did not meet new
standards would be treated as legal non-
conforming under the Planning Act. Any
change would require an application (Minor
Variance, Zoning By-law Amendment) to
the Town.

“If, prior to the coming into force of
this chapter, a front yard parking
licence has been issued or was
approved for issuance, the licence
shall be governed by the regulations in
effect at the time of issuance or
approval of the licence as long the
conditions of approval at the time of
issuance or approval continue to be
complied with and any required fees
are paid in accordance with Municipal
Code Chapter 441, Fees.”

in Toronto a driveway is considered to
be a legal non-conforming driveway if
it had already been licensed. In parts
of Toronto that were not subject to
the licensing system (North York,
Etobicoke, East York, Scarborough), it
is presumed that By-laws legally
established in  accordance  with
previous Zoning By-law provisions
would also be legal non-conforming
driveways.

Polling

No system currently proposed by the Town.

Will require a petition of 50% of a
street or block’s residents is required
to trigger a poll. 60% of those
responding must vote “Yes” to permit
any driveway expansions. Results are
valid for 3 years.

Tree planting

No system currently proposed by the Town.

Will require a tree to be planted on-
site or on a nearby property if a permit
is approved.

Downspout No system currently proposed by the Town. | Will require downspout connection on
disconnection the property if applicable and if
feasible.
Comparison of Current Front Yard Parking Proposals for Markham and Toronto 2
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EXTENDED DRIVEWAY WORKING GROUP

Town Wide Survey of Existing Driveways for Compliance with Current

Proposed Regulations

P Criteria G - # % s g

Meet current standards 776 76% 76%
Meet current standards + 1.5m widening (to interior front yard) 55 5% 82%
Meet current standards + 1.5m widening (to exterior side yard) 82 8% 90%
Meet current standards + 6.1m max. with 40% landscaping (single garage) 23 2% 92%
Meet current standards + 2.0m widening (to exterior front yard) 33 3% 95%
Would not meet current + revised options 50 5%| 100%

Total] 1,019 100%

Meet current standards

B Meet current standards + 1.5m
widening (to interior front yard)

O Meet current standards + 1.5m
widening (to exterior side yard)

OOMeet current standards + 6.1m
max. with 40% landscaping
(single garage)

B Meet current standards + 2.0m
widening (to exterior front yard)

Would not meet current +
revised options

Adjusted Figures to Estimated 65,300

'Meet current standards

Meet current standards + 1.5m widening (to interior front yard)

3,525

Meet current standards + 1.5m widening (to exterior side yard)

5,255

Meet current standards + 6.1m max. with 40% landscaping (single garage)

1,474

Meet current standards + 2.0m widening (to exterior front yard)

2,115

Would not meet current + revised options

3,204

Total

65,300

Cumulative Figures

'Meet current standards

49728

Meet current standards + 1.5m widening (to interior front yard)

53,253

Meet current standards + 1.5m widening (to exterior side yard)

58,507

Meet current standards + 6.1m max. with 40% landscaping (single garage)

59,981

Meet current standards + 2.0m widening (to exterior front yard)

62,096

Would not meet current + revised options

3,204




Town Markham
Extended Driveway

Community Information Sessions
Summary of Questions

May 29" 2006

-

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21,
22.
23.

24.
25.

26.

Is parking allowed between sidewalk and street, parallel to the street?

60’ wide lot single garage, can | have a driveway 36’ wide?

Will town make me rip out interlock on their property to put back grass and if not will | be
able to use it?

On street parking permits- Can other people park in front of your house? - Reserved
spots?

How will you measure an irregular shaped driveway?

Sunken driveway with retaining walls- space to open doors accommodate for?

How will this be enforced, will by law officers be trespassing on private property to
measure width?

Too many parking variables. Are there other property standards bylaws that can address
the “unsightly” properties?

How do the rules apply to irregular width widening offset

. Will there be a permit required to widen your driveway?
. What's the point of 1.5 expansion on a double car driveway if it wont allow enough space

for a third vehicle anyway?
If you already have a widened driveway why cant you park on it if the town wont ask for it

to be re-grassed

Can 40% soft landscaping be anywhere at front of property or does it also have to be at
the sided of the widened driveway?

Will people be allowed to gravel over their little yard?

Double car garage having added parking spot? ‘

How does the present planning policies of setbacks on properties fit with the proposed
by-law?

What about temporary visitor parking?

Why any restrictions?

Why for new development: two-car garage require 2200 sq. ft?

Street parking — overnight-emergency vehicles- winter restrictions?

Why did the town allow developers to build subdivisions of houses without enough land to
accommodate the number of cars?

Why can’t the currently expanded driveways continue to be used for parking... if you are
not going to require it to be returned to soft landscaping anyway

What about angle parking in cases of insufficient setback (no perpendicular up to 45
degrees)

What should the setback be for the driveways from side lot lines on single detached lots?
Unless they are proven to be stopping drainage. Who makes a decision on
unsightliness? Who decides on neighbourhood appearance?

If no one has done anything about existing driveways, why can’t we continue



May 30" 2006

1.

If by-law is not enforced until 2007 what will prevent homeowners from expanding
their driveways beyond existing bylaw standards or proposed bylaw standards?
How will penalties be levied- fines, tickets added to taxes?

I still have a problem with overnight permit parking over the winter

It would help to find out a priority to (pg 2 Q & A #1) what the existing council is
hoping to accomplish

Bill mentioned to make other arrangements (with a neighbour?) All my neighbours
have single car garages and have no room for another vehicle where can we park?
Why has the town not taken action before the situation has become so large?
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.
20.

21,

22,
23.

24,

25.
26.
27.

28.
29.
30.
31.

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

37.

What if your driveway existed, as it is when you moved in?

How will sufficient parking spaces be available for smaller houses with children?
Why not just grandfather the parking style now the losses are already fact live with it
How can | play basketball or other sports if cars are in the road and we can't hit and

no room to run?

Where do guests park?

Why two-readings- it's late?

How do we qualify for street parking and how would services be provided such as
snow and garbage removal?

Snow removal if cars on street?

Surely aesthetically it is worse to have cars on street than in driveway?

Is my driveway with existing extension affected?

What's the bylaw rules made to driveway parking?

What will happen in winter time with parking on the street?

Will we eventually have to pay for street parking?

Who will eventually benefit from the money you may collect from the parking
permits?

Who can tell me if | have to put my illegal driveway extension on Town Boulevard
back to grass when the town removed the legal curb and fitted the curb and redid

the lower driveway illegally?

How do we stop this law?

Why has it taken so long to be concerned about driveways?

If you do not have a sidewalk and your driveway has been widened (within 40%)
can you park on municipal boulevards

No sidewalks, can we park on driveway at the bottom belonging to the town?

What happens when you have to repave your driveway if your driveway is presently
of the ‘illegal” non-conforming status? Can you repave it using the present

dimensions?
The town appears to be imposing enforcement on ones private property- for what- to

get more money for the city?

Can the town of Markham put this to a vote- as in a decision made by ratepayers?
Clarify single car garage- where 2 cars fit one behind the other without going onto
sidewalk, can we park, without using the garage as parking?

Semi-detached single car garage with 2 cars parked in a line behind the garage
door. Is this on municipal property?

If grandfathering is allowed will we also be grandfathering with respect to parking?
Why cant you just make a bylaw for new houses?

Where do you expect the cars to be parked if not in our driveways or in our
garages?

Why cant you just give existing driveways amnesty?

Who came up with this new money grab?

Why was this not advertised properly?

If so many cars are parked on the street how are cars/ snow removal trucks/ buses/
garbage trucks going to get through?

Will there be criteria for applying for street permit?

What sort of fine or parking fee will the town charge to violators?

Why did you take away free parking on the street and institute permit parking a few
years ago? This is when people started expanding their driveways

Can the parking permits be issued to ratepayers free of charge on an annual basis?
What happened to my case where the builder advised me that there would be a
parking pad upon purchasing, but didn’t do it at the end? Perhaps the builder knew
the upcoming proposed bylaw

What are you going to do in winter when cars have to park on the street?



38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

44.
45.

46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52,

53.
54.

55.
56.

How can we make this law be more responsive to the needs of growing families
(allow them an aesthetic extension that shows imagination rather than restriction)
As our street has no sidewalks if cars are parked on the street, who will be
responsible for the accidents as people are walking between cars?

If the previous owner widened the driveway, what can we do for the hard surface?
Why not grandfather all existing hard surfaces?

Where do we walk?

How can you do this? You have granted building permits to allow new subdivisions
with little parking?

You'd rather have all the cars on the street than more of them in the driveway?
When the family dynamic has changed over 25 years- most families are 2- 3- 4 car
families, why are you allowing buildings with no parking?

Will the new bylaw allow me to park two cars side by side? | have a single car
garage

Can enforcement of setback from side lot line be enforced on a “by complaint” basis
only by affected adjacent neighbour only and on a specific site complaint only?
What can | do to influence this horrible proposed bylaw?

Won't there be some roads in which cars are not allowed to park?

Can | still construct the parking pad prior to 2007- if the new bylaw is in effect?
What are city planners doing about development of new areas, are lots going to
continue to get smaller and will they develop as much as they can?

When selling our home will property values decrease because of this bylaw
restriction? :

What fine structure are you planning and will there be an appeal?

Single garage home does not mean less people, what is the fee for overnight
parking?

Can this be brought to a vote? (Democracy)

Are you counting the entire front lot or just the area next to the driveway?

June 7, 2006

1.
2.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Who would get parking permits, the owners and family or illegal permits?

The proposed new by-law will cause a great inconvenience and hardship for many
residents with little benefit except to satisfy the aesthetics of Town of Markham
staff and officials. Why are my civil rights being over-ruled in this way?

I've lived on my street for 20 years why the sudden urgency with this issue?

Has the town considered the safety issues that will arise from overcrowded street
parking as well as pedestrian safety issues from walking long distances from street
parked cars

How much is this costing the taxpayers?
On existing extensions, staff (Miller) mentioned that owner could only park on legal

area (not on the extension) how will you enforce this. Are we expected to “snitch”

on our neighbour?
I live in a condo. We have visitor parking that outsiders attending use, will this

problem be worse?
Who came up with the questions? Did the public or their representatives have input
formulating the questions? Who came up with the meeting format? Did the public

or representatives have input?

Therefore clarification of use of existing driveway= not using existing driveway-
Absurd

What about damage to private property once cars are forced to park on street
Enforcement program- how much?

What about grandfathering this by-law?

Have you looked at demographics and increase in # of household cars?

In answer to question #12 its says “In fairness to all town residents, any new
standards adopted by council should be applied equally across the town” Does that



15.

16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

June

11.
12.

13.

mean that all properties will now have to comply with the 40% soft landscaping rule
if they want to keep their double driveway? Or does that only apply unfairly and
discriminatorily to smaller existing homes with single garages?

Is this going to lead to tougher enforcement in the future? For example in Toronto
councilor is making complaints himself

Street parking permits-will this block snow cleaning activities?

Why can't grandfathering include “parking” on the hard surface you're already
saying we don't have to remove?

You talk about parking on street under permit. What happens with removal? Street
cleaning? Emergency vehicle traffic?

Do we not have enough criminals in Markham? Why are we creating an entirely
new class of criminals?

Couldn't our tax dollars be spent in a better way?

It's our taxes that are paying for his exercise and your salaries. | hope our views
will be considered and your views not rail-roaded through

If a restaurant is allowed to continue operating as a business after zoning laws
change to prohibit this, why can we not continue to park n extended parking lots if
constructed before the new by-law?

What is this whole thing going to cost?

Why can't you just leave us alone the residents don't care about already expanded
driveways

We don't really want to ask the consulting/staff team questions about their new
recommended parking bylaw. We want to tell them what we think and what we
want. We didn’t come here to listen to them. We came here to give input, so that

they could listen to us.

8'2006

What does the town propose to do with the driveways that have been extended
whereby eliminating any or all green space?

Would corner lot homes become a default? Parking space for the rest of the street
when parking is limited in the area? If yes, would corner lot property owners be
compensated?

What will we do with all our cars? Cars are a necessity in Markham and most
families have 2+ cars. Already streets are full of cars

Will overnight-parking permits cost us money?

Why should you impose 40% landscaping in existing homes? Most of these old
areas already have growth trees and flower beds etc. 40% is too large a number,
25% is more reasonable

What is the problem? Identify the problem, aesthetics is not a problem- aesthetics
is subjective and shouldn’t be a criteria

Why is interlocking stone a “drainage” problem? Front of town hall is interlocking; it
drains between stones. What about down-spots from roots draining onto driveway
and then onto the street?

New developing areas have a lot less soft landscaping not even 10%!

Will relatives of family be allowed to park?

Some of the driveways are awful. Why is the town not going to require them to be
removed down to an acceptable standard?

Is the town going to deal with this issue on a case —by- case  basis? Reason not
all the issues will affect every homeowner

How will the town proceed with the homeowners, whose property does not have
sidewalks?

Currently many homes have no grass on the driveway how will this be addressed?
Provide explanation for why dead yellowed grass (due to watering shortage and
restrictions) is better than decorated interlocking paving and hard landscaping.



14.

Dead grass is not attractive. Green space is from the past; hard landscaping is the
future uniess there are no watering restrictions; please refer to other municipalities
with water shortage

Why doesn’t the town specify the number of cars permitted per lot size? All
information is in town database, including sidewalks
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THE PLANNING
PARTNERSHIP

Page 1 of

To: Rob Watters, Paul Fink, Harry Eaglesham, Ranveer Persaud, Don
Hutchinson, Kwai Leung, Jeanette Anbinder, Sharon Fortis, Costa
Kollias

c.C. Jim Baird, Dave Miller

From: Donna Hinde

Subject: Markham, Extended Driveway Working Group

Date: June 12, 2006

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS' TASK
At the last working group meeting, the challenge of the task was synthesized as three essential

issues:

1. looking back - how should the Town deal with the driveways that may not conform to the
new bylaw; and,

2. looking forward - how should the Town craft rules for all new driveways.

3. what is the best way to communicate new rules to residents.

I would like to summarize your recommendations for Item #1 - looking back - before our next
meeting. Please email me your individual recommendations for dealing with the driveways that
may not conform to the new standards by June 13. | will compile your responses and email a
memo to the working group members before we meet on June 15.

| would like to focus the meeting on June 15 to a discussion of Item #2 - looking forward - the
content of the new bylaw. We will be joined by Town staff who will help the Group work through
the details of appropriate dimensions, locations, definitions, etc.

I will be compiling my report summarizing the consultation process and information obtained for
submission to the Town on June 16.
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RECORD OF INPUT FROM COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS

| have attached a matrix that summarizes the responses to the activities from each of the
community information sessions. | have also attached a separate list of all of the questions. | have
not attempted to organize the questions under headings or to delete similar questions. Both files
are a record of what was written on the sheets. | have not edited any of the responses. The
responses on June 1 are skewed. That event was held in the lobby outside of Council chambers.
The acoustics were poor, people could not engage in group discussions and therefore treated the
activity sheets as questionnaires as opposed to a summary of the table group’s discussion.

1. What did we hear
This information is crucial for the Town to shape a communication strategy. Clearly, a Town

authored newsletter/communication piece is required to provide accurate information as a base
for moving forward.

2. Direction for moving forward

We asked several questions to help the Town craft the specific content of the new bylaw:

. should front yard parking be generally restricted to in front of the garage

. should parking parallel to the road be permitted

. how much of the front yard should be retained as landscaped open space? should the
standard be different on lot frontage

. should every homeowner have a driveway that provides for the parking of two cars side-
by-side? if not what should the breaking point or cut-off be

. should the landscaped component of the front yard be soft or a combination of soft and
hard

. what should the setback be for driveways from side lot lines on single detached lots

Please review the comments in detail as we will focus on this aspect at the meeting on June 15.

3. Direction for looking back

We asked for input regarding what to do about driveways that may not conform to the new bylaw.
We listed options that had been discussed by the working group:

ignore completely

ignore unless a complaint is lodged

grandfather all driveways the pre-exist the new by-law
grandfather those driveways that meet certain conditions
vigorously enforce the new standards.

| don't see an obvious consensus, to date, on the appropriate approach. Have a look at the record
of comments, and email me your recommendation for dealing with the driveways that may not

conform.
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4. Communications

We asked residents to comment on the best methods to communicate the new standards before
and after the bylaw is enacted. It appears that all of the tools - posting information on the website,
use of marquees, preparing briefing notes, holding zoning clinics, providing specialized
information to new homebuilders - were viewed favourably. Clearly, there is a need for a
comprehensive communication strategy as originally proposed in the Town's strategy for the new

parking by-law.
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