
Presentation to Development Services 
Committee – Part A

March 22, 2011

George Duncan , Study Project Manager

Heritage Section 



Buttonville 
Heritage Conservation 

District Plan 2011



Heritage Districts in Markham: 
Thornhill, Unionville, Markham Village

N

Unionville

Markham Village

Thornhill

Buttonville

Study Area

Heritage Districts 

in the Town of 

Markham



What is a Heritage 
Conservation District?

• A collection of buildings, streets and open spaces of 
special historical and/or architectural significance;

• An area where elements combine for a sense of 
cohesiveness;

• A place of special character or association, with an 
integrity of its own, that distinguishes it from other 
areas of the community.



Purpose of a Heritage 
Conservation District

• Purpose is to guide change so that it contributes to, and does 
not detract from, the district’s unique character;

• To preserve and enhance significant heritage buildings;

• To preserve and enhance natural features;

• To maintain and enhance the valued aspects of the 
community’s character;

• To accommodates services and functions that are important 
to the area.



Heritage Districts Mythbusting
Heritage district designation…

• does not prohibit change or prevent development;

• does not lower property values or prevent the sale of 
property;

• does not affect building interiors;

• does not affect land use;

• does not require owners to open their homes for public 
tours . 



District designation benefits a 
neighbourhood…

• Highlights a distinct community identity;

• Enhanced community pride;

• Protection of a special area in the municipality;

• Encourages property improvement;

• Greater stability for the neighbourhood (guiding compatible 
changes).



Buttonville: The newest Heritage 
Conservation District



Buttonville Heritage District
Study Area - 1986



Buttonville 
Heritage 
Conservation 
District Boundary
2011

o Boundary approved by Council 
in January, 2006;

o Focus is on the original mill 
village and adjoining valleylands

o 31 properties;

o 20 heritage buildings;

o 14 designated individually.

o Markham’s smallest heritage 
district;



An historic mill village established 
about 1804 – Over 200 years old



Planning Process

• 1988 Heritage Conservation District Plan not implemented 
due to proposed Woodbine Avenue widening;

• Buttonville remained a viable Heritage Conservation District;

• Council authorized an updated study and district plan in 2004;

• A special advisory committee was appointed to oversee the 
planning process;

• A consultant team was hired to work with staff on the 
updated study and district plan.



Planning Process

• Public consultation indicated support for district designation;

• Updated study completed and Buttonville Heritage 
Conservation District boundary approved by Council in 
January, 2006;

• Council directed staff to prepare the District Plan;

• Draft district Plan completed Fall, 2010, after consultation 
with Heritage Markham, the Buttonville Advisory Committee 
and Town Departments.





Heritage Conservation District Plan 
defines cultural heritage value

• Describes historical background;

• Provides a detailed inventory of heritage features;

• Establishes building classifications: “Heritage,” 
Complementary “B,” and Non-Heritage “C.”



Heritage Conservation District Plan 
provides policies

• Preservation and restoration of heritage buildings;

• Additions;

• New buildings;

• Streetscapes and Infrastructure;

• Preservation of natural heritage.



Heritage Conservation District Plan 
provides guidelines

• Guidelines for heritage building maintenance and restoration;

• Design guidelines for renovations, additions, and new 
buildings;

• Design guidelines for development;

• Design guidelines for streetscapes and landscapes;

• Design guidelines for signage and infrastructure.















Next steps…
• Place Draft Plan on Town webpage for public viewing

• Provide notice and hold a public information meeting (April);

• Revise draft District Plan based on any public comments 
(May);

• Report to Development Services to adopt the District Plan and 
complete the heritage designation process for the new 
Buttonville Heritage Conservation District (June)


