
                                           

MINUTES 

CANADA 150 
NEIGHBOURHOOD ENGAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE 

May 18, 2017, 4:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber 

 
 
  Committee Members 
 
Deputy Mayor Jack Heath 
Regional Councillor Nirmala Armstrong 
Councillor Valerie Burke 
Councillor Alan Ho 
Councillor Don Hamilton 
Councillor Colin Campbell 
Councillor Amanda Collucci 
Councillor Alex Chiu 
 
Regrets: 
Mayor Frank Scarpitti 
Regional Councillor Jim Jones 
Regional Councillor Joe Li 
Councillor Karen Rea 
Councillor Logan Kanapathi 
 
 

 

 
Staff 
 
Brenda Librecz, Commissioner of Community & Fire 
 Services 
Diane Macklin, Manager, Library Marketing & 

Community Development 
Sara Tam, Manager of Business Planning & 

Innovation 
David Zambrano, Library Programs Manager 
Kitty Bavington, Council/Committee Coordinator 
 
 

 
The Canada 150 - Neighbourhood Engagement Sub-committee convened at 4:10 p.m., with 

Deputy Mayor Jack Heath in the Chair.  

 

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST - None declared 

 
 
1.  Adoption of Minutes  - April 25, 2017 
 

Moved by: Regional Councillor Nirmala Armstrong  

Seconded by: Councillor Alan Ho 

 

That the minutes of the April 25, 2017 Canada 150 Neighbourhood Engagement Sub-

committee meeting be adopted. 

CARRIED 
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2.  Grant Recommendations by Ward 
 
Sara Tam gave a presentation on Markham’s Canada 150 Neighbourhood Grant program, 

and recapped the journey so far. The City has received 126 grant applications, which is a 

very good response rate. Twenty-two were determined to be ineligible for various reasons.  

 

Staff met with the Ward Councillors to review the applications for their wards, and the 

Committee is being requested to endorse the recommendations of the Ward Councillors. 

Most wards used their total $5,000 allocation; however, Wards 1, 2, and 5 have not, and the 

Committee will need to determine how the unallocated funds will be used. At a maximum of 

$5,000 per ward, the total allocated to date is $36,246.70 funding 90 projects in the 

community.  

 

There is a good distribution across all the grant themes: respect history and diversity; connect 

residents to Canada 150; and build community pride. The proposed activity statistics were 

reviewed, indicating that Block Parties were the most popular activity to be funded, which 

offers neighbours the opportunity to come together, and that 85% of the proposals are for 

new projects that otherwise would not take place in Markham without the grant. 

 

Staff explained the grant evaluation process and the Committee reviewed the recommended 

projects summary. Staff responded to questions regarding applications that were not funded, 

and details of specific events. 

 

 

Ward 1: 
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Ward 2 

 
Ward 3 

 
Ward 4 
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Ward 5 

 
Ward 6 

 
Ward 7 
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Ward 8 

 

Moved by: Regional Councillor Nirmala Armstrong 
Seconded by: Councillor Amanda Collucci 
  

That the Canada 150 Neighbourhood Engagement Sub-Committee endorses the list of 
projects and amounts, as recommended by each Ward Councillor, to receive funding from 
Markham’s Canada 150 Neighbourhood Grant program. 

CARRIED 

 

 

The Committee debated the allocation of the remaining funds in the amount of $3,753.30. It 

was suggested that it be allocated back to the three under-allocated wards, for new projects 

or for additional Neighbourhood Kits and materials for distribution. It was also suggested that 

the funds be awarded to eligible groups that were not funded within any other wards. If it is to 

be dispersed among all wards, it should be done as equitably as possible. Discussions 

included the option of going out to the communities for more applications; however, time 

constraints, concern for transparency, workload, and the extensive outreach already done by 

staff was deemed to be more than sufficient. 

 

Moved by: Councillor Colin Campbell 

Seconded by: Councillor Valerie Burke   

 

That the Canada 150 Neighbourhood Engagement Sub-Committee endorses the request 

from Councillor Colin Campbell to approve Project ID 156827517456, entitled “Ypam Canada 

150”, in the amount of $500 in Ward 5, thus resulting in 8 projects and a total allocation of 

$3,750 in Ward 5 and revising the total amount allocated to date by this grant program to 

$36,746.70 and the number of projects funded to 91. 

CARRIED 
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Moved by: Regional Councillor Nirmala Armstrong 
Seconded by: Councillor Valerie Burke  
 
That the Canada 150 Neighbourhood Engagement Sub-Committee endorses the allocation 
of unused grant funds to other Canada 150 promotional items; and, 
 
That staff notify the recipients of the grant on May 19, 2017; and further, 
 
That staff be authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give effect to this 
resolution. 

CARRIED 
 

 
 

Staff outlined the process and timelines of notifying the successful applicants and issuing 

funds. Information will be provided to Council members and will be posted on the City website 

regarding the dates, locations, and details of the activities. 

 

The Committee thanked and congratulated staff on this successful endeavour. 

 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
The Sub-Committee adjourned at 5:25 pm. 


