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Background

Reconstructing and Widening Hwy 7 from Town Centre Boulevard to 

Sciberras Road was approved as part of 2005 vivaNext Rapidway Transit 

Environmental Assessment
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Background

Environmental Assessment recommended a 6-lane cross-section with 

streetscape median and a boulevard bicycle path on the south side of Hwy 7
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Background

Project delivery is underway



6

Background

Markham Council has 

been engaged in the 

project
- December 2008 Markham Council 

endorsed the six-lane cross-section 

from Montgomery Court to Sciberras 

Road and requested York Region 

incorporate segregated bicycle lanes 

between the property line and curb
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Background

Highway 7 Buffered Bike 

Lane west of Leslie Street

- September 2011 Markham Council endorsed the 

streetscape plan for Hwy 7, including on-street buffered 

bike lanes

BUT

York Region was asked to 

work with CPAC and 

Markham on the design of 

future facilities
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Status of the Detailed Design

Town Centre 

Boulevard to Verclair 

Gate is Underway
- AECOM has been 

retained

- Streetscape design will 

be a significant factor

- MSPP opportunities with 

Markham will be explored

- Design will integrate 

extension of viva service 

in mixed traffic

- Design will be 

accelerated to align with 

easterly section
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Status of the Detailed Design

Verclair Gate to Sciberras Road is 60% Complete
- URS Canada Inc. is assisting with detailed design

- Significant coordination underway with Markham and developers

- MSPP application has been approved and funded by York Region 

(opportunities to modify/enhance are needed)

- Design will transition to existing Unionville area west of rail crossing
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Status of the Property Acquisition

Some permanent and temporary property is required to complete the 

improvements

- Owners have been contacted by project staff

- Approximately 10 acquisition and 28 temporary easements for 

construction are required

- Anticipate property clearance in December 2014
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Status of the Utility Relocations

All utilities will require relocation to accommodate the planned 

improvements

- Powerstream (hydro) will relocate to new poles

- Telecommunications will be given the opportunity to remain aerial or relocate 

underground

- Enbridge (gas) will relocate in the boulevard

- Preliminary relocation design was complete but must be reviewed in light of 

boulevard changes to accommodate cycling

Consideration has been given to burying hydro wires

- Markham, Powerstream and York Region investigated the feasibility of burying the 

hydro wires

- Markham Council passed resolution at their meeting on June 12, 2012 to proceed 

with aerial relocation and protect a corridor for a future underground relocation
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Cycling Facility 

Selection for Highway 7

York Region is maturing is how the needs of 

all corridor users are identified and 

accommodated
Context Sensitive approach now to be 

considered in planning projects
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On October 2, 2013 

York Region met 

with Mayor Scarpitti, 

Markham staff and 

CPAC 

representatives

Exhibit 2 was 

selected as the 

preferred 

alternatives

Cycling 

Facility 

Selection 



Cycling Facility 

Selection

CPAC has endorsed Exhibit 2 as the 

preferred cycling facility for Highway 7
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Next Steps

Significant work remains to complete 

the design and resolve all details prior 

to construction:
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- Treatment of off-street cycling facilities at intersections, entrances and project limits

- Coordination with CPAC and Markham staff on cycling and pedestrian facility design

- Streetscape details and additional MSPP partnership opportunities

- Coordination with active development

- Coordination with vivaNext rapid transit projects

- Accommodating future viva service (mixed traffic) east of Town Centre Boulevard

York Region and Markham must work together to resolve the 

ownership, operation and maintenance of the cycling facilities and 

streetscape elements 



Financial Implications

York Region has included sufficient funding in the Roads Capital Program 

to construct the improvements

Engineering and professional services - $1.4M

Property Acquisition - $1.2M

Utility Relocation - $1.0M

Construction - $11.0M

Streetscape (including MSPP funding) - $4.5M

TOTAL - $19.1M

York Region has already approved a $1.23M contribution under the Municipal Street Partnership Policy
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Further work is required to finalize City of Markham costs, including:

- Sidewalk, cycling and streetscape elements

- Illumination

- Municipal services

- Long-term operations and maintenance



Schedule

Detailed Design – ongoing to December 2014

Streetscape Design – January 2014 to December 2014

Cycling Design – November 2013 to December 2014

Property Acquisition– ongoing to December 2014

Utility Relocation – March 2014 to March 2015

Construction – April 2015 to December 2016

Construction activities will be coordinated closely with the PANAM Games Organizing 

Committees to ensure conflicts are eliminated
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Thank You

Stephen Collins

Manager, Capital Delivery

York Region Transportation and Community Planning

905.830.4444 ext. 5949

stephen.collins@york.ca
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