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FIGURE 1 

 

FILE PATH: 
q:\development\heritage\property\fourtnth\6840\dscmarch292016.doc 

 

OWNER: 

Gurpal Sohi 

Ponnuthurmi Uthayakumar Partnership 

Email Address: sohigs@yahoo.ca 

Telephone Number: 416-505-2120 

 

AGENT: 

Victor Friere 

Telephone Number: 416-822 - 8332 
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Figure 2: Building Photograph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

6840 Fourteenth Avenue 
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Figure 3 – Archival Photograph 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Photograph from a family history written by Myrle Raymer 
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Appendix „A‟ 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 

Franklin H. Raymer House 
6840 Fourteenth Avenue 

c.1895 

 

The Franklin H. Raymer House is recommended for designation under Part IV of the 

Ontario Heritage Act as a property of cultural heritage value or interest, as described in 

the following Statement of Significance. 

 

Description of Property 

The Franklin H. Raymer House is a one and a half storey frame building located on the 

north side of Fourteenth Avenue, east of Ninth Line, within the historic hamlet of Box 

Grove. 

 

Historical or Associative Value 

The Franklin H. Raymer House is of historical or associative value as the c.1895 home of 

Franklin Herbert Raymer, one of the sons of John Noble Raymer and Christina (Reesor) 

Raymer. The Raymers were among a number of Pennsylvania-German Mennonite 

families that came to Markham  Township in the early nineteenth century, and are 

considered to be the founders of the Mount Joy community north of Markham Village.  

Franklin H. Raymer was a successful farmer in Box Grove and in the latter part of the 

nineteenth century, operated the Box Grove-Cedar Grove cheese factory established by 

his father in the late 1860s. His descendents owned the property until 1969. 

 

Design or Physical Value 

The Franklin H. Raymer House is a representative example of a vernacular building 

which has evolved to suit the needs and aesthetic tastes of later owners. It was designed 

as a simple, modestly-scaled dwelling intended to serve a small farm. Its scale suits the 

village context into which it was built. Although alterations have taken place over time, 

the original building remains discernable and restorable based on an archival photograph 

dated 1908. 

 

Contextual Value 

The Franklin H. Raymer House is one of several nineteenth century buildings that remain 

within and help define the historic hamlet of Box Grove. It remains on its original site 

and acts as a reminder of the agricultural community that formerly existed around the 

crossroads community. 
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Significant Architectural Attributes 

Exterior character-defining attributes than embody the cultural heritage value of the 

Franklin H. Raymer House include: 

- Overall form of the building, including  the main one and a half storey T-shaped 

block, the one storey rear lean-to, and the remnants of the south, east and west 

verandas; 

- Fieldstone foundation; 

- Gable roof with projecting eaves on the main block; 

- Decorative wooden fretwork brackets on the front and west side porches; 

- Turned wood posts on the west side porch; 

- 2 over 2 wood windows where they remain; 

- Original window and openings where they remain; 

 


