
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Mayor and Members of Council 
 
FROM:  Arvin Prasad, Commissioner, Development Services 
 
PREPARED BY: Meg West, Manager, Business Planning and Projects 
 
DATE: August 20, 2018 
 
RE:  Street name change from Rivis Road to University Boulevard 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Council approved street name Rivis Road was applied to the road registered Parts 3, 11, 16, 
17, 18 and 51 on plan 65R-27018 in 2006 (see Figure 1).  The name of the road was chosen to 
reflect the fact that the Rivis Family farmed this land in the 1800’s.  Further, the Thomas Rivis 
House, which was designated under Part 4 of the Heritage Act in 2002, in proximity to Rivis 
Road is located on the south side of YMCA Boulevard adjacent to the YMCA facility.  The City 
historian confirmed that there are no members of the Rivis Family left in the area to consult, with 
respect to the proposed name change.  
 
York University will be building a satellite campus on the lands on the east side of the current 
Rivis Road and south of Enterprise Boulevard (see Figure 1).  York University had requested 
that the campus address to be on University Boulevard (see Attachment 1 - memo from Bud 
Purves, President, York University Development Corporation).   
 
OPTIONS: 
Staff brought forward a memo to Council at the June 25th Development Services Committee 
Meeting to change Rivis Road to University Avenue.  Committee referred the item back to staff 
to look at alternative considerations (see Attachment 2).   
 
Staff reviewed options for another roadway in Markham Centre, such as YMCA Boulevard or 
the future alignment of Enterprise Boulevard be split.   
 
YMCA Boulevard: 
As York University will be fronting on the north/south road, currently Rivis Road, and the City 
is retaining the southern portion of the property, renaming YMCA Boulevard will not provide 
York with the address on University Boulevard. 
 
Future alignment of Enterprise Boulevard: 
At the June 25th DSC meeting Committee asked staff to consider renaming a portion of 
Enterprise Boulevard east of the GO Line to University Boulevard.   
 
 



The future plans for Enterprise Boulevard relative to Verdale Road is yet to be determined and 
the outcome is not certain.  It will be long past when York University’s new campus opens 
before we have finalized the road network alignment in this area. 
 
When contemplating a street name change the name should run continuously throughout its 
entire length. Any street name change must occur at an intersection and not mid-block. Staff 
would not consider a change where there are no definite street termination points.   The GO 
Train bridge would not satisfy this principle. 
 
When considering a street name change consideration must be given to the residents and 
businesses that would be affected. For residential units, address changes require residents to 
request updates to a variety of government documents, utility and private billing information, 
and loan and insurance documents. Businesses would be required to change business card, letter 
head and website information, as well as lease/mortgage documents and utility and private 
billing information. They would also have to contact suppliers to update delivery information. 
Both residents and businesses would also be subject to the delays by utilities, Canada Post and 
electronic navigation services in updating their address information, thereby causing letter and 
package delivery issues. 
 
If the City was to rename the portion of Enterprise Boulevard east of the tracks Council would 
need to direct Staff to proceed with a report recommending a street name change and to hold a 
community information session followed by a Public Meeting. The City would be required to 
contact every landowner with frontage onto the affected street and obtain written approval for the 
change, regardless of whether or not they have a municipal address onto the subject street. 
 
Staff contacted the only landowner with frontage on the west side of Rivis Road (Metropia 
Development) and they have confirmed that they have no concern with the name change.  In 
addition, a representative from Metropia Development was at the June 25th Development 
Services Committee meeting and indicated support for “University Boulevard”. 
 
Once built, the York University Markham Campus will front on to the east side of the road.  
Given the significance of York University building a satellite campus in Markham Centre, the 
first university campus in York Region and Markham, staff recommend that the road named 
Rivis Road be renamed to University Boulevard.  Accordingly, Staff is seeking Council’s 
authorization to proceed with the requested street name change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 






