
 

Report to: Development Services Committee Meeting Date: November 19, 2018 
 

 
SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

Robinson Glen Community Design Plan 
(Ward 6) 

 

PREPARED BY: 
 
 

REVIEWED BY: 
 

Jim Greenfield, 
Senior Planner, Urban Design 

Ronji Borooah, City Architect 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

1) That the staff report dated November 19, 2018, titled "Recommendation Report, 
Robinson Glen Community Design Plan" be received; 

 
2) That the Robinson Glen Community Design Plan, dated November 2018, prepared 

by MBTW Group, be endorsed subject to: 
 

 Section 2 "Sustainable Development Principles" being updated following 
completion and acceptance of the Future Urban Area Community Energy Plan 
to the satisfaction of the Director of Planning & Urban Design; 
 

3) That the urban design principles and guidance contained in the Robinson Glen 
Community Design Plan be used in the evaluation of development applications 
within the Robinson Glen Secondary Plan area;  
  

4) That Staff be authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give effect to 
this resolution. 

 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this report is to review the community design guidelines, as proposed in the 
Robinson Glen Community Design Plan (CDP) (attached in Appendix A). The report 
recommends that the design guidelines be used in the evaluation of future development 
applications with the Robinson Glen Secondary Plan.  
 
BACKGROUND 

 
Robinson Glen is a future neighbourhood in North Markham’s Future Urban Area (FUA). 
The proposed neighbourhood consists of approximately 184 hectares (455 acres) of land as 
illustrated in Figure 1. In accordance with Markham's strategy for accommodating growth 
to 2031, at build-out the FUA will have approximately 45,000 residents and 16,000-18,000 
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jobs in three distinct new communities (Robinson Glen, Berczy Glen, Angus Glen) and a 
Future Employment Block (Figure 1). 
 
The future development of the FUA lands is guided by the approved 2017 Conceptual 
Master Plan (CMP) that identifies a high level Community Structure Plan and the 
accompanying policy framework. The Community Structure Plan includes a protected 
Greenway System, a transportation network, an integrated open space network, and 
broad land use categories developed in accordance with Markham and York Region 
Official Plan requirements. The Conceptual Master Plan was developed through a 
highly collaborative process, in close consultation with agencies and landowners, 
residents and other members of the public. 
 
The Conceptual Master Plan was informed by the findings of a number of City-led 
concurrent background studies, including a subwatershed study, master 
transportation study, as well as water and wastewater studies. In addition, North 
Markham FUA Urban Design Guidelines (UDG) were prepared by the City to 
identify urban design principles to be applied while developing Secondary Plans 
and Community Design Plans for the new communities in the FUA. This 
Community Design Plan is a non-statutory document that provides additional 
details of the vision, streets and blocks, organization of schools and parks, built 
form, density, transportation network and public realm considerations beyond the 
policy framework of the Secondary Plan. The Community Design Plan will be used 
to develop, and review future plans of subdivision and site plan applications.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Robinson Glen Community Design Plan contains many components; the 
subsections below are significant or unique elements within the development block:  
 
Vision for Robinson Glen Community: 
 
Robinson Glen is envisioned as a healthy, complete, compact, resilient, and innovative 
community. The Robinson Glen Community Design Plan implements this vision by 
building upon Markham’s recognized leadership and innovation in community 
design. This community design plan provides guidance for all design elements of the 
future development including a legible street network, seamless integration with 
existing and planned communities, and enhancement of the greenway system. This 
design guidance will support building connected, complete, walkable, transit 
supportive, and sustainable neighborhoods in Robinson Glen. 
 
Robinson Glen Community Demonstration Plan: 
 
The Robinson Glen Demonstration Plan (Figure 2) illustrates a community design 
that is consistent with policies and practices in Markham while incorporating 
innovative design guidance. The proposed Demonstration Plan aligns with direction 
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from the Conceptual Master Plan and studies, and supports the Secondary Plan. 
Alternative design solutions for local streets and block configurations may be pursued 
in implementing draft plans of subdivision and/or site plans. 
 
Greenway System: 
 
The Greenway System is a key environmental and organizing feature in the Future 
Urban Area and is integral to the design of the Robinson Glen community. The 
Community Design Plan recognizes the significance of the Greenway System as an 
essential community component. This community edge requires special consideration 
with regard to neighbourhood transition, design and access. The Community Design 
Plan ensures adequate preservation, restoration, enhancement and integration of the 
Greenway System within residential neighborhoods and open spaces and parks system. 
The Plan includes detailed guidance on the sensitive interface with the urban areas and 
active transportation networks. Public views and public access to the Greenway system, 
where appropriate, are maximized by the design elements. 
 
Cultural Heritage: 
 
The Robinson Glen block includes eight identified cultural heritage resources on the 
subject lands. The Community Design Plan acknowledges their importance within the 
community and offers guidance to conserve, promote and integrate cultural resources 
as a contributor to Robinson Glen’s place making and identity. Design strategies to 
celebrate heritage resources are illustrated in the Community Design Plan and detailed 
guidelines are included for future development proposals. 
 
Transportation Networks: 
 
The street and block pattern for Robinson Glen community is based on a modified 
urban grid and a well-defined street hierarchy of interconnected arterials, collectors, 
local streets and public lanes. This urban street network supports walkability and 
accessibility to schools, transit, public parks and retail and personal services. Public 
sidewalks are provided on both sides of all streets; multi-use trails along collector 
roads connecting cycling routes to the planned off-road trail system; and to the 
existing and the planned cycling facilities in the abutting communities. 
 
Parks and Open Space System: 
 
Public parks in Robinson Glen community are prominently located and integrated with 
stormwater management facilities, school sites and the Greenway system. An extensive 
public trail network is being planned to ensure good access, connectivity within this 
community and with the neighboring communities and many opportunities for active 
transportation. Where possible, housing fronts directly onto parks and the Greenway 
system to create public views, to protect the Greenway, and to ensure good use and 
public safety. 
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Residential Neighborhood Areas: 
 
Robinson Glen neighborhoods range from low density, predominantly ground-related 
homes to midrise and high rise apartments in proximity to transit corridors along both 
Kennedy Road and Elgin Mills Road. Residents in each neighborhood will have access 
to public parks, schools, retail, personal service and local transit within a 5-10 minute 
walking distance. The location and design of all residential neighborhoods reflect the 
principle of co-locating school sites and local parks to create hubs as community focus 
areas. 
 
Community Park and Secondary School Co-location: 
 
A unique feature of the Robinson Glen Block is a proposed co-located Community Park 
and Secondary School that will perform as a strategically located neighbourhood focus 
area and provide for community services. These facilities deliver a centralized 
community hub that may include shared access to meeting spaces, library, community 
gym and park facilities. These facilities share amenities for efficient land use, resident 
convenience, and create a key gathering space for the community.  
 
Regional Mixed Use High Density Node:  
 
A key component of the Robinson Glen community is the Regional Mixed Use High Density 
Node at the major intersection of Major Mackenzie Drive and Kennedy Road. The block is 
anticipated to include a mix of residential, office and commercial retail uses with potential 
for high rise built form. This concentration of development will be easily accessible by 
regional transit routes and the active transportation network. The development of this block 
may be phased over time with the introduction of retail pads and may include future 
opportunities for intensification. The block could also support mixed use and residential 
buildings to support retail businesses and offer residents the opportunity to work, live and 
play in the same neighbourhood.   
 
Mixed Use Neighbourhood Corridor and Nodes: 
 
The Robinson Glen mixed use neighborhood corridor and nodes are proposed along 
Kennedy Road, Elgin Mills Road, and the northern east-west collector street. These 
nodes deliver local community amenities such as retail and commercial services 
within waking or cycling distance of most residents. The design guidance for the 
mixed use nodes are intended to host medium densities to better serve retail demand 
similar to a ‘main street’ providing a concentration of uses at key gateway 
intersections.    
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Innovative Sustainable Community Features: 
 
The Robinson Glen Community Design Plan addresses the following innovative 
sustainable design features of the new community by including detailed design 
guidance and by illustrating: 

 Use of integrated green infrastructure; and 
 Implementation of strategies contained in Future Urban Area Community 

Energy Plan (CEP) (under development) including solar strategy for built 
form and tree planting. 
 

CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS  
 
The Robinson Glen Community Design Plan is a complementary document to the 
Official Plan Amendment application. The draft Robinson Glen Secondary Plan 
accompanied by the Community Design Plan builds on the Council Endorsed CMP 
and provides the necessary framework to guide the development and review of future 
plans of subdivision and site plans for the community.  
 
Staff will update Section 2 ‘Sustainable Development Principles’ of the Community 
Design Plan subject to the completion and acceptance of the Future Urban Area 
Community Energy Plan. This Community Energy Plan is intended to reduce 
community energy needs by building a strategy at a community scale. Detailed 
guidance and coordination will be included in the Robinson Glen CDP once the CEP 
is finalized between the City and the landowners.   
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Not applicable. 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES CONSIDERATIONS 
Not applicable. 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 
The Robinson Glen Community Design Plan aligns with Building Markham's Future 
Together through "Growth Management", Transportation/Transit, Environment, 
Municipal Services, Parks, Recreation, Culture and Library Master Plan/Public Safety 
and Diversity and Accessibility. 
 
BUSINESS UNITS CONSULTED AND AFFECTED: 
The draft CDP was circulated to internal departments and external agencies. Comments 
received have been reflected in the Final Draft CDP where appropriate. 
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ra
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ra
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 b
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 b
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 d
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 d
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 c

on
ju

nc
tio

n 
w

ith
 th

e 
Ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

al
 

D
es

ig
n 

G
ui

de
lin

es
. 

4.
5 

Pr
io

rit
y 

Lo
ts

 &
 D

w
el

lin
g 

Ty
pe

s

4.
5.

1 
G

at
ew

ay
 L

ot
s

G
at

ew
ay

 l
ot

s 
si

gn
ify

 t
he

 e
nt

ra
nc

e 
to

 t
he

 c
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at
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at
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 d
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 l
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 d
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l c

o
n

si
d

er
at

io
n

s 
fo

r 
g

at
ew

ay
 lo

ts
 a

n
d

 b
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 p
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e 

ad
ja

ce
nt

 s
tre

et
sc

ap
es

; 
•	

Fe
at

ur
e 

st
ro

ng
 a

nd
 d
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, d
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at
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 d
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, f
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at
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 d
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 c
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 b
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 d
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 c
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 d
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 c
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at
e 

la
nd

sc
ap

in
g 

th
at

 r
eq

ui
re

s 
m

in
im

al
 m
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.
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 p
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 c
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 p
ub

lic
 o

r 
pr

iv
at

e 
st

re
et

 r
un

s 
di

re
ct

ly
 p
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 b
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 c
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 c
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d
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 c
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 b
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 m
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 f
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re
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 d

es
ig

ne
d 

to
 b

e 
co

m
pa

tib
le

 w
ith

 b
ui

lt 
fo

rm
 a

t g
at

ew
ay

 lo
ca

tio
ns

.

Sp
ec

ia
l c

o
n

si
d

er
at

io
n

s 
fo

r 
co

lle
ct

o
r 

st
re

et
sc

ap
es

 in
cl

u
d

e:
 

O
rie

nt
 th
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 b
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 d
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e 
co

lle
ct

or
 s

tre
et

; a
nd

 

•	
C

oo
rd

in
at

e 
bu

ilt
 f
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 l
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 c
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 m
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 b

e 
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e 
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 lo
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 p
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e 
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e 
w
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l 
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or

at
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n 
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nt
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ch
ite
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 b
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, e
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Pr
ov
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e 
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ne
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ra
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g 

el
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at
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in
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 r
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e 
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k 

up
 th
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e 
by
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rp
or

at
in
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w

al
l p
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ne

 c
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es
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r p

ro
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in
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w
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 fe
at

ur
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•	
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ca
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e 
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e 
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e 
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r p

ro
pe
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s 
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r 
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 p
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 f
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 f
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m
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 f
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d
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 p
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 d
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 d
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f c
ha

ra
ct

er
 th

at
 re

fle
ct

s 
th

e 
ov

er
al

l v
is

io
n 

an
d 

ch
ar

ac
te

ris
tic

s 
of

 th
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t c
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 d
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