
 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Heritage Markham Committee 
 
FROM:  Regan Hutcheson, Manager-Heritage Planning  
 
DATE: July 10, 2024 
 
SUBJECT: Demolition Permit Application 
 10 Ruggles Avenue, Thornhill (Langstaff) -  Munshaw House 
 Fire Damage 
     
Property/Building Description:  1 ½ storey, frame dwelling, c. 1854 
Use: Vacant building   
Heritage Status: Munshaw House is individually designated pursuant to 

Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act (By-law 2014-20) 
 
Application: 

• A demolition permit application has been submitted in response to fire damage. 
 

Background 
• On May 31, 2023, the City approved an application to expand a previously approved 

plan of subdivision for several properties in the Langstaff community east of Yonge 
Street and south of Hwy 407, and the new boundaries include the Munshaw House.  
Approval included changes to the conditions of draft approval to address the 
Munshaw House. 

• The Plan of Subdivision included expanding the boundary to include the full park 
Block B (which includes the existing location of the Munshaw House). 

• As part of the approval, Council indicated no objection to the partial demolition of 
the non-heritage components and foundation of the Munshaw House to facilitate its 
relocation to a temporary storage location pending determination of its final 
location. 

• The Conditions of Draft Approval for the plan of subdivision contain heritage 
conditions to ensure the protection and conservation of the Munshaw House.   

• In January 2024, Heritage Markham indicated no objection to the proposed strategy 
to address the conservation and incorporation of the Munshaw House through a 
Major Heritage Permit application as part of the future development at the 
School/Mixed Use Development Site located east of Romeo Park (Phase 6- 2035 to 
2040). 

 



• Preparations were underway to relocate the Munshaw House to its temporary 
storage location on Cedar Avenue.  

• On June 15, 2024, the Munshaw House was damaged by fire. 
 
Heritage Staff Comment 

• The building is still standing and most of the damage from the fire appears to be in 
the east side of the interior.  The Fire Department has been contacted and the 
investigation is ongoing as to what may have caused the fire.  

• The Building Department has issued an Unsafe Building Order and in response, the 
owner has fenced the property and undertaken a preliminary structural review. See 
Appendix “D” for the LMS Engineering Inc report.  The consulted provided the 
following recommendation: 

 
 

• In response to the structural investigation, the owner has applied for a demolition 
permit through the Building Department.   

• Given the submission of the demolition permit application, this matter will be 
considered by Heritage Markham Committee for review/recommendation and then 
to Council though the Development Services Committee for a decision.  Council 
has 90 days from submission of a complete application to render a decision on the 
permit.  

• Heritage Planning Staff has also met with the owner and discussions are ongoing 
concerning the condition of the building and as to whether the building can be 
repaired and relocated to the storage property on Cedar Ave as originally was 
planned.  Staff will also be attending the site with the owner prior to the Heritage 
Markham meeting.  Staff has also discussed a possible peer review of the structural 
assessment or a second assessment to be undertaken by a firm known to be 
familiar with damaged heritage structures. 

• A further update will be provided at the August Heritage Markham meeting. 
   
Suggested Recommendation for Heritage Markham  
 
THAT Heritage Markham recommends that all options be explored by the owner to 
conserve and repair the Munshaw House as opposed to pursuing demolition of the 
structure. 
 

 



ATTACHMENTS: 
Appendix ‘A’ Location Map 
Appendix ‘B’ Aerial Photograph 
Appendix ‘C’ Photographs  
Appendix ‘D’ LMS Engineering Inc Letter 
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Appendix ‘A’ – Location Map 
 

 
(10 Ruggles Ave highlighted in yellow) 
 
Appendix ‘B’ - Aerial Photograph 
 

 
Aerial Image of the subject lands with the Part-IV designated property at 10 Ruggles Avenue  



Appendix ‘C’ - Photographs 

 
Prior to the removal of the newer addition 

 

 

 
After the removal of the newer addition 

 

 
During the fire 

 



Appendix ‘D’ – Structural Report 
 
 














