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WHAT IS AN OFFICIAL PLAN?

’.
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« An Official Plan outlines the goals, objectives

and policies to manage and direct growth in a PO SUSTAABLE
mun|C|paIIty Planning Markham’s Future B
CITY OF MARKHAM [Tl

» The Official Plan also manages Markham’s OFFICIAL ...,...m.
soclal, economic, cultural and natural PLAN
environment priorities, among other matters. T

PART I TTTTTTTTTTTTTT

REGION AFPROVED | JUNE 2014 RVI AN
LPAT Fre Number FL140743 - Apnl 9, 20148 Ofce Consakdation 3Et|m<t:eess 2

» The Official Plan is the City’s primary land et |
use planning and policy document and sets ’
out the requirements and context for reviewing

and approving development applications. | *
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WHY IS AN OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW REQUIRED?

’ .

« Markham'’s current Official Plan was approved In
2014. While it has been amended over the years, it

]

has not been subject to a comprehensive update. -
Planning Markham’s Future 3
« The Planning Act requires an Official Plan Review CITY OF MARKHAM
every five years, or ten years after a municipality OFFICIAL pww
prepares a new comprehensive official plan and it PLAN
comes into effect. DART |

REGION AFPROVED | JUNE 2014
LPAT Fre Number FL140743 « Apni 9. 2018 Ofce Consokdation

* The Planning Act also directs municipalities to
consult with the approval authority and prescribed
bodies regarding revisions that may be required.

AREA AND SITE
SPECIFIC POLICIES
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WHY IS AN OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW REQUIRED?

 To reflect matters of provincial interest under the :
Planning Act, conform with provincial plans, and Planning Act
be consistent with the Provincial Policy

Statement. Provincial Plans &

« Official plans of lower-tier municipalities are Legislation

required to conform with the regional official plan. York Region
« Ensure the plan continues to address local Official Plan

priorities and changing community needs.

| | | | Markham
* Opportunity to simplify and streamline the Official

policy framework and create a more user-
friendly and accessible document.

Plan
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SCOPE OF THE OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW

 There have been significant changes to provincial policies and
legislation (e.g., Bill 109; Bill 23, Bill 97) since the 2014 Official Plan s @
and further changes are proposed.

Bill 23
 Bill 23 introduced several sweeping changes:

An Act to amend various statutes trcvok e various regulations and to
hSpportlgG wh nd Housing in York a dD hmRegl ns Act, 2022

 Removing Planning Approval from upper tier municipalities (not
enacted);

* Limiting the role of Conservation Authorities;
* Permitting as-of-right zoning for up to 3 residential units per lot; iy i

« Changes to cultural heritage conservation processes and policies.
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* Province has set a goal 1.5 million homes. Markham has endorsed Housmg P|edge
a Municipal Housing Pledge to build 44,000 new homes over the with a Promise
next ten years. _ —

44,000 new homes over the next 10 years.

The City of Markham recognizes the importonce of housing
offordability and has demonstroted leadership

* Province has proposed a new Provincial Planning ———

Affor doblemdkenu”amngSmeqy which identified o

complete range of housing and priorities such o ndusaono
zonmgondmcem ives for offordable housing.

Statement that integrates the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden e e

mecotmmcnon 000newhom b ensuring we

on updated munici k 1o guide
developmen We mdenak ovnde efficient ond

Horseshoe and proposes to revoke the Parkway Belt West Plan. e, S

of rihunhosmdemd ommits 10 mkngnmsmems
technology nd process improvements, all in an effort to meet
the housing tor
Ad\ievinqvhetorpeneliesmpom'hmoreimequh
reoching this goal and delivering housing. To be successful,

* Ongoing changes to the planning framework will influence the STty

To meet Markham's housing pledge, the poce of housing
onstrumonneed double which requires occelerated

scope and timing for completion of the Official Plan Review. o S e e

sd»ods hospitals, sociol housing and social services. Locally,
weneed 1o create our rmvoriofcom munity omenities, parks,
trails, octive transportation and fire protection services.

Markham Council promises to continue to advocate for o
framework to deliver the infrastructure needed to build
complete communities and meet Markhom's municipal housing
target. This fromework must reflect the principle of growth
paying for growth and not shift the burden of growth to

\ (VARKHAM
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SCOPE OF THE OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW

* The City of Markham Is expected to grow to a m
future population of 618,000 people by 2051. -y
Markham’s employment base is projected to
grow to 302,200 jobs In the next thirty years.

 Markham needs to plan and manage this
growth over the long term (to 2051) Iin a
way that Is strategic, thoughtful, appropriate :
and aligned with a future vision. Sad City of

# N Markham

* The updated Official Plan will also be
Informed by completed and/or ongoing
Master Plans and Studies.
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BIG MOVES FROM YORK REGION’S OFFICIAL PLAN

York Region’s Official Plan (YROP) was approved by the Province in 2022 and makes key changes
that will impact Markham including:

« Extending the Planning Horizon to 2051;

Implementing the YROP's policies, assigned growth forecasts and minimum intensification
targets at the local level,

Implementing the YROP's intensification hierarchy, built form and urban design policies;

* Implementing boundaries and providing minimum density targets for 22 Protected Major Transit
Station Areas;

« Expanding the city's settlement area boundary by 1,140 hectares; and,

* Planning to meet the minimum density targets for the city’'s designated greenfield areas.
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2024-2026

VIARKHAM

OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW TIMELINE

J

2026

J

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3

/\ A
Project Growing
Initiation Markham

/\

A A /\
Resilient g/leor\\//iir(]:ign(z g(ce)?rlltphléti Housekeeping
Markham
Markham Markham OPA
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EACH THEMATIC AREA INCLUDES SUB-COMPONENTS

/

on

— 4

- iy Moving & Healthy & Complete
Growing Markham Resilient Markham Servicing Markham Markham
- Growth Management (Residential < Climate Change & Resilience  « Transportation (Transit, Active * Community Infrastructure
and Employment Growth) « Natural Heritage System & Transportation, Travel « Urban Design (Built Form,
 Settlement Area Boundary Expansion Water Resources Demand Management, & Public Realm &
« Major Transit Station Areas « Agricultural & Rural Parking) Sustainable Development)
System Update * Infrastructure (Roads, Water &  Cultural Heritage
Wastewater, Stormwater & Resources
Utilities) « Arts & Culture

* Age Friendly Communities

11
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PHASE 1

/\

Project
Initiation

OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW TIMELINE

Project initiation tasks are underway, including discovery meetings with
Internal stakeholders and finalizing the Public Engagement and
Communication Plan.

Refining the Work Program based on feedback.

Developing project branding and a Public Engagement and
Communications Strategy which will capture Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion and Indigenous Engagement.

Undertaking the Special Meeting of Council required under the Planning Act.
Hosting a Visioning Workshop in Q2 2024.

Launching the project webpage.

12
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{ 2024-2026 J
PHASE 2 * Thematic discussion papers over a two-
year period.
We A A A A _ _ -
are | _ th * Discussion papers will include:
el { rowing Resilient || Moving & Healthy & hackground information, gaps analysis,
Markham Markham Servicing Complete _ _ _
Markham Markham nolicy considerations, and areas for
further study.
a m  Refresh of the Official Plan vision, goals,
’ and objectives based on feedback

received in Phase 1.

* Implementing Official Plan Amendments

13
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OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW TIMELINE
[ 2026 ]

« At the conclusion of the Review, staff will bring forward an
PHASE 3 Official Plan Amendment to address housekeeping matters

. and look to create a more user-friendly and accessible
document.

Housekeeping
OPA

- Qe
-— i

14
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OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW TIMELINE (2024)
Lo JL e Jlew e J{ e ]

OPR Update Report : :
Project Work Program Official Plan L Discussion
Visioning Paper

Initiation Report Review Special Release of Growing |
Tasks Meeting CIM Varkhanm Consultation

Engagement Discussion Papers Adopted OPA
& Webpage

Draft Conformity
OPA for
Consultation

Communica- Launch @
tions Strategy O

e — &
Indigenous e
Outreach —
(N
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NEXT STEPS

« Launch of the project webpage on Your Voice Markham;
 |nitiating Indigenous Engagement;

* Finalizing the work plan based on feedback;

* Finalize the Public Engagement and Communications Strategy;,

« Hosting the Section 26 Special Meeting of Council in Q2 2024, and,

* Reporting to Development Services committee in Q2/Q3 2024 with an update on public
engagement and progress on the Growing Markham thematic area.

16



