
 

M E M O R A N D U M 

To:  Mayor and Members of Council 

From:  Arvin Prasad, Commissioner of Development Services 

Prepared by: Peter Wokral, Senior Heritage Planner II 

 

Date:  February 16, 2023 

Re:   Partial Removal of Modern Construction on a Property Designated under Part IV of the 
Ontario Heritage Act, 11172 Warden Ave., The Clayton Schoolhouse 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

1. That the February 16, 2023, memorandum titled, “Partial Demolition of Modern 

Construction Components on a Property Designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage 

Act, 11127 Warden Avenue, Former Clayton Schoolhouse”, be received; 

2. That Council has no objection to the removal of non-heritage construction damaged by fire 

at 11172 Warden Ave; 

3. That as per the recommendation of both Heritage Markham and City staff, the historic solid 

brick walls of the former Clayton Schoolhouse be protected from the elements and 

temporarily stabilized, in consultation with City staff, so that the historic building may be 

restored; 

4. AND THAT staff be authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give effect to the 

former resolution. 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

On December 25, 2022, a fire occurred at 11172 Warden Avenue affecting the former Clayton 

Schoolhouse, which has been converted to a dwelling unit and was designated under Part IV of 

the Ontario Heritage Act in 1982.  No one was injured in the fire, but it severely damaged a 

modern two-storey frame rear addition to the historic building and a deck. The fire also 



destroyed almost all of the wooden portions of the historic schoolhouse, but left the foundation 

and multi-wythe solid brick walls intact (See Appendix A).  

The former schoolhouse, constructed in 1874, was designated due to its high level of cultural and 

architectural significance. The building demonstrates ancient, sustainable, and durable 

construction techniques along with exceptionally fine design and craftsmanship rarely produced 

today. Along with being a landmark strongly linked with the local community and early public 

education in Markham, it is the purest example of 19th Century Gothic Revival architecture in the 

municipality (See Appendix B).  

Based on the findings of two separate reports prepared by structural engineers in the days 

immediately following the fire, the brick walls appeared to have escaped any serious damage and 

were structurally sound and stable. The reports recommended that the gable walls be temporarily 

braced. Heritage Staff and Heritage Markham have no objection to the removal of what remains 

of the non-heritage portions of the building, but that everything possible be done to preserve the 

remaining historic masonry structure so that the heritage component can be restored (See 

Appendix C). 

The City received a Building Permit application for the demolition of what remains of the non-

heritage portions of the building, but not the historic masonry structure (See Appendix D). 

Section 34(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act states that an owner is required to obtain a permit from 

the municipality to: 

1. Demolish or remove, or permit the demolition or removal of, any of the property’s 

heritage attributes , as set out in the description of the property’s heritage attributes 

in the By-law that was required to be registered under clause 29 (12)(b) or 

subsection 29(19), as the case may be 

Therefore, all applications for demolition (partial or full) of a building on a property designated 

under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act must be considered by Council.   

As the remaining historic brick structure is exposed to the elements and requires temporary 

bracing to make it safe, it is important that Council provides its approval for the removal of the 

non-heritage portions of the property so that a more thorough examination of the structural 

integrity of the historic masonry can be safely conducted, and allow an investigation into the 

probable cause of the fire. 

Therefore, Heritage staff recommends that Council support the removal of the non-historic 

portions of the former Clayton Schoolhouse and that the remaining historic brick structure be 

protected from the elements and temporarily stabilized to prevent any further damage to the 

structure, so that it may be restored to its original appearance. 

  



APPENDIX A: Photographs of Clayton Schoolhouse after Fire 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX B: Photograph of Clayton Schoolhouse and Designation By-Law 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX C: Heritage Markham Extract of February 8, 2023 

 

 



APPENDIX D: Plan showing Proposed Scoped Demolition of Non-Heritage Portions of 

Clayton Schoolhouse 
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