
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Heritage Markham Committee 

 

FROM: Evan Manning, Senior Heritage Planner 

 

DATE: January 11, 2023 

 

SUBJECT: Minor Heritage Permit Application 

 24 David Gohn Circle, Markham Heritage Estates 

Proposed Galvanized Metal Roof on Accessory Building  

 22 265867 HE 

    

Property/Building Description:  One-and-a-half storey dwelling with detached garage 

constructed in 1860 and 2014, respectively, as per MPAC 

records 

Use: Residential 

Heritage Status: 24 David Gohn Circle (“David Leek Sr. House”) is 

designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Application/Proposal 

 The City has received a Minor Heritage Permit application for the property municipally-

known as 24 David Grohn Circle (the “subject property”). The applicant is seeking 

permission to remove and replace the existing wood roof shingles on the accessory 

building (garage) with a metal roof.  

 

Context 

 The subject property is located at the eastern end of David Gohn Circle and is bordered 

by low-rise residential properties to the north, west and south. A series of open spaces and 

historic buildings are located to the east of the subject property on the grounds of the 

Markham Museum; 

 The David Leek Sr, House was relocated from its original location at 425 Highway 7 East 

where it was threatened due to neglect and incompatible land uses resulting from the 

construction of Highway 407; 

 Relocation to Markham Heritage Estates was completed in 1993, and the subject property 

was designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act in 1999 (refer to By-law No. 

13-1999 in Appendix C). Note that the existing garage is relatively contemporary in 

construction and has no historical association with the David Leek Sr, House; 

 



 As with all projects in Markham Heritage Estates, relocation of the David Leek Sr, House 

was subject to Site Plan Control and a restoration scope to restore the dwelling to a more 

historically accurate condition.  

 

Heritage Policy 

 The subject property is designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act and is 

located adjacent (within 60m of a cultural heritage resource), as defined within the 2014 

Official Plan (OP), to multiple Part IV-designated properties;  

 While the properties contained within Markham Heritage Estates do not constitute a 

Heritage Conservation District (HCD) with an associated HCD Plan to guide 

development and alterations, the 2014 OP provides high-level policy direction relevant to 

the proposal; 

 Section 4.5.3.3 of the OP notes it is the policy of Council “to ensure that development 

that directly affects a cultural heritage resource itself and adjacent lands, is designed, 

sited or regulated so as to protect and mitigate any negative visual or physical impact on 

the heritage attributes of the resource, including considerations such as scale, massing, 

height, building orientation and location relative to the resource”. This review includes 

Minor Heritage Permit applications; 

 Section 4.5.3.11 of the OP indicates that the municipality will review applications for 

development approval and site alteration on adjacent lands to an individually designated 

property or a heritage conservation district to require mitigative measures and/or 

alternative development approaches in order to conserve the heritage attributes affected.  

This review may include measures to ensure compatibility with the characteristics, 

context and appearance of the heritage attributes affected”. 

 

Staff Comment 

 Staff do not support the use of metal roofs for relocated dwellings to Markham Heritage 

Estates as the most common historical roof treatment in Markham was wooden shingles. 

Galvanized metal roofs began to be commonly installed on rural buildings, especially 

barns and sheds in the early 20th century, to replace earlier cedar shingle roofs  because of 

their durability, resistance to fire, and  low cost. The increased presence of metal roofs on 

outbuildings is reflected in early 20th century Insurance Maps; 

 The barn-like appearance of the garage make it a suitable candidate for a metal roof given 

the historical precedence for such a treatment while the limited visibility of the proposed 

roofing material limits its impact on adjacent heritage properties. Further, there are no 

adjacent accessory buildings with a metal roof, avoiding a clustering of buildings with the 

same roofing treatment; 

 As demonstrated by the image in Appendix B of this memo, the garage associated with 

22 David Grohn Circle, rather than the subject property, serves as the view terminus 

when looking eastwards from the intersection of Heritage Corners Lane and David Grohn 

Circle. The roof profile of the garage with a front facing gable will further limit visibility 

of the proposed metal roof when viewed from the public realm; 

 Metal roofs have been supported for the following accessory buildings or additions on 

properties in Markham Heritage Estates: 



o In 2006, a salvaged metal roof was approved by Heritage Markham, for the roof 

of the addition to the Joshua Miller House at 10 Heritage Corner’s Lane, because 

of its resemblance to an agricultural shed and its limited visibility from the street; 

o In 2020, a metal roof was supported for the addition at 8 David Gohn Circle; 

o Metal roofs have been approved for the garage/outbuildings at 12 David Gohn 

Circle and 5 and 7 Heritage Corners Lane. 

 Based on the above, Staff are of the opinion that the proposed installation of a galvanized 

metal roof will not have an adverse impact on the described cultural heritage value of 

either the subject property or adjacent heritage properties. As such, staff have no 

objection to the installation of a galvanized metal roof on the garage provided that the 

finish and profile closely matches that of historical metal roofs found within Markham. 

 

Suggested Recommendation for Heritage Markham 

 
THAT Heritage Markham has no objection from a heritage perspective to the installation of a 

galvanized metal roof on the accessory building at 24 David Gohn Circle provided that the finish 

and profile closely matches that of historical metal roofs found within Markham; 

 

AND THAT Heritage Section staff be delegated final review of the Minor Heritage Permit 

application to install metal roofing at 24 David Gohn Circle 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Appendix ‘A’ Location Maps 

Appendix ‘B’ Images of the Subject Property 

Appendix ‘C’ By-law No. 13-1999 

 



Appendix ‘A’ 
Location Map 
 

 

 
The subject property outlined in blue (Source: City of Markham) 

 



Appendix ‘B’ 

Images of the Subject Property 

 

 
Aerial Image of the subject property (Source: Google) 

 



 
The primary (west) elevation of the subject property as seen from David Grohn Circle (Source: Google) 

 

 
Looking eastwards from the intersection of Heritage Corners Lane and David Grohn Circle (Source: 

Google) 

 



Appendix ‘C’ 
By-Law No. 13-1999 














