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Special Development Services Committee Minutes 

 

Meeting Number: 26 

July 15, 2022, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Live streamed 

 

Roll Call Mayor Frank Scarpitti 

Deputy Mayor Don Hamilton 

Regional Councillor Jack Heath 

Regional Councillor Joe Li 

Regional Councillor Jim Jones 

Councillor Keith Irish 

Councillor Alan Ho 

Councillor Reid McAlpine 

Councillor Karen Rea 

Councillor Andrew Keyes 

Councillor Amanda Collucci 

Councillor Khalid Usman 

Councillor Isa Lee 

   

Staff Arvin Prasad, Commissioner, 

Development Services 

Morgan Jones, Commissioner, 

Community Services 

Claudia Storto, City Solicitor and 

Director of Human Resources 

Biju Karumanchery, Director, Planning 

& Urban Design 

Loy Cheah, Senior Manager, 

Transportation 

Darryl Lyons, Senior Manager, Policy & 

Research 

Mark Visser, Senior Manager, Financial 

Strategy & Investments 

Hristina Giantsopoulos, Election & 

Committee Coordinator 

Parvathi Nampoothiri, Senior Manager, 

Urban Design 

Richard Fournier, Senior Manager, Parks 

＆ Open Space Development 

Lawrence Yip, Senior Planner, Urban 

Design 

Mattson Meere, Senior Planner, Urban 

Design 

 

Alternate formats for this document are available upon request 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

INDIGENOUS LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We begin today by acknowledging the traditional territories of Indigenous peoples and 

their commitment to stewardship of the land. We acknowledge the communities in circle. 

The North, West, South and Eastern directions, and Haudenosaunee, Huron-Wendat, 

Anishnabeg, Seneca, Chippewa, and the current treaty holders Mississaugas of the Credit 
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peoples. We share the responsibility with the caretakers of this land to ensure the dish is 

never empty and to restore relationships that are based on peace, friendship, and trust. We 

are committed to reconciliation, partnership and enhanced understanding. 

The Special Development Services Committee convened at 10:03 AM with Regional 

Councillor Jim Jones presiding as Chair. 

Mayor Scarpitti, addressed the Committee to acknowledge, Biju Karumanchery, Director, 

Planning & Urban Design, for his contributions and dedication to the City.  The 

Committee thanked Mr. Karumanchery for his service and wished him well on his 

upcoming retirement.  

2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

There were none disclosed. 

3. DEPUTATIONS 

3.1 MARKHAM PARKLAND ACQUISITION STUDY DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES COMMITTEE WORKSHOP (10.8) 

There was a video deputation from Mr. Shakil Walji and written communication 

from Paul Demczak, of Batory Management, in relation to item 5.1. 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Keyes 

Seconded by Councillor Reid McAlpine 

That the video deputation from Shakil Walji be permitted for viewing by the 

Committee. 

Carried by Two Thirds Vote 

 

Moved by Councillor Karen Rea 

Seconded by Councillor Amanda Collucci 

That the written communication submitted by Paul Demczak, from Batory 

Management and the video deputation from Shakil Walji, from TheSher 

Corporation be received. 

Carried 

 

4. COMMUNICATIONS 

Please see item 3 for deputation and written communication details. 

5. PRESENTATION 
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5.1 MARKHAM PARKLAND ACQUISITION STUDY DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES COMMITTEE WORKSHOP (10.8) 

Arvin Prasad provided opening remarks and introduced Parvathi Nampoothiri, Sr. 

Manager, Urban Design, Planning & Urban Design, who briefly outlined the 

objectives of the workshop which included: highlighting the value of parks, an 

assessment of the existing supply and distribution of parkland along with 

anticipated future need based on growth, considerations for future park planning 

and acquisition, as well as legislative requirements for utilizing alternative 

parkland dedication rates. 

Ron Palmer, Partner, The Planning Partnership, Adam Mattinson, Consutlant, 

Hemson Consulting, Thomas Kempster, Consultant, Hemson Consulting, 

delivered various parts of the Markham Parkland Acquisition Study Development 

Services Committee Workshop, presentation. 

There was discussion on the following in relation to the presentation: 

 Concerns with the differentiation between City parkland and open spaces 

such as Rouge Park and Milne Dam and that there be consideration to 

include specific parkland details; 

 That the park maintenance budget configuration be calculated by person 

to reflect the number of people using the parks in the future as lands are 

intensified;  

 The usage of cash in lieu from intensified areas and its allocation to other 

underfunded parks. amenities, and public transportation; 

 Recognition that additional recreational features may not be implemented 

outside City parkland such as at Rouge National Park, and Milne park;  

 Clarification on maintaining provision targets of Option 1, Maintain 

Target Through Reallocation; 

 The location of other park locations within and outside the identified 

intensification areas; 

 That there be consideration to include the definition of community within 

a ward and within an intensification area to include easy access to 

amenities;   

 Concerns that a complete community may not include parkland while 

trying to complete communities within Markham;  
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 Concerns with providing parks in all areas for complete communities and 

the actual definition of a complete community; 

 The calculations used to determine the amount of parkland required and 

the costs of the City's required provisions;  

 Concerns regarding land areas within intensification areas and that they 

may not be configurable to provide all amenities;  

 That it is necessary to understand that communities are different and that 

there is a need to identify ways to meet most of the needs of each 

community; 

 The provision of parkland and its calculation method to achieve the 

prescribed dedication amounts or the cash-in-lieu;  

 Concerns in relation to the secondary plans and if they will identify how 

to achieve necessary parkland requirements;  

 Whether there will be consideration to include water features at the parks; 

 That there be additional consideration to include storm management ponds 

and that credits be offered for this and parking where they are already 

included in a plan application;  

 Inquiries regarding the calculations used to determine the intensification 

area cost per unit, in consideration of the population in 2031; 

 The rate comparison between municipalities: Richmond Hill, Vaughan, 

Markham and Toronto; 

 Concerns with the unpredictable costs and buying power of cash-in-lieu 

funds at the time of commitment or application versus when the plan is 

approved for development;  

 The potential consequences of the cash-in-lieu rates that may result in the 

need to acquire other funding tools;  

 Consideration to apply a uniform rate across the City;  

 The importance to meet the September 18, 2022 deadline to implement 

the appropriate by-laws; and, 

 That the by-law implementation cannot be retroactive however, it can be 

appealed. 
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The Committee supported in principal, Option 1 and requested additional 

information in relation to the impacts of Option 1 relative to all City development 

applications including equity for high-rise and apartment type units. 

The consultants and staff responded to the Committee's inquiries and will report 

back with the additional information requested. 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Keyes 

Seconded by Deputy Mayor Don Hamilton 

1. That the presentation entitled "Markham Parkland Acquisition Study 

Development Services Committee Workshop" be received; 

2. That the Development Services Committee supports Option 1 and that 

staff and the consultant be directed to further examine the impacts of 

Option 1 relative to all City development applications including equity 

for high-rise and apartment type units; and, 

3. That staff report back with a recommendation report at a future 

Development Services; and further, 

4. That staff be authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give 

effect to this resolution. 

Carried 

 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Councillor Alan Ho 

Seconded by Councillor Khalid Usman 

That the Special Development Services Meeting adjourn at 3:20 PM. 

Carried 

 


