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1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Special Development Services Committee convened at 10:32 AM with Regional 

Councillor Jim Jones in the Chair. 

INDIGENOUS LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We begin today by acknowledging the traditional territories of Indigenous peoples and 

their commitment to stewardship of the land. We acknowledge the communities in circle. 

The North, West, South and Eastern directions, and Haudenosaunee, Huron-Wendat, 

Anishnabeg, Seneca, Chippewa, and the current treaty holders Mississaugas of the Credit 

peoples. We share the responsibility with the caretakers of this land to ensure the dish is 

never empty and to restore relationships that are based on peace, friendship, and trust. We 

are committed to reconciliation, partnership and enhanced understanding. 

2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

 There are no disclosures of pecuniary interest. 

3. COMMUNICATIONS 

There were no communications. 

4. PRESENTATIONS 

4.1 MARKHAM PARKLAND ACQUISITION STUDY (10.0) 

Arvin Prasad, Commissioner of Development Services, introduced the item and 

provided a brief overview of the Markham Parkland Acquisition Study progress 

to date.  Mr. Prasad advised that Staff plan to bring forward the new Parkland 

Dedication By-Law to the Development Services Committee in September 2022, 

noting that the new by-law will be used to determine parkland requirements in the 

City of Markham. 

Parvathi Nampoothiri, Senior Manager, Urban Design, advised that the next steps 

with respect to the Markham Parkland Acquisition Study include: continuing to 

work with the consultants to refine and finalize the financial policy; identifying 

the preferred policy scenarios; continuing to access the impact of Bill 109 as more 

information becomes available; identifying implementation options for the policy 

update; and presenting the findings at a Development Services Committee in May 

2022.  

 

Adam Mattinson, Hemson Consulting, and Ron Palmer, the Planning Partnership, 

provided a presentation on the Markham Parkland Acquisition Study. 
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The Committee discussed the following relative to the Markham Parkland 

Acquisition Study: 

 Clarified that the projected population growth is based on the Regional 

Growth forecast; 

 Suggested that land for parks in bordering municipalities be considered for 

communities with artificial borders if there is no suitable land in close 

proximity to the community in Markham, such as considering land on the 

west side of Yonge Street for parkland for the Bridge Station Transit 

Oriented Community;  

 Suggested that developers should be encouraged to have roof top gardens 

and open space between buildings in intensification areas; 

 Noted that careful consideration needs to be given to the parkland 

dedication in downtown Markham Centre, south of Enterprise Boulevard 

to ensure there will be enough parkland in this area; 

 Clarified that the proposed parkland ratio of 1.2 Ha will not be able to be 

achieved in urban areas with high levels of intensification, but that it is 

important to have the rate so that the City can collect cash in lieu to 

purchase parkland nearby for these communities; 

 Suggested that the hydro lands should be transferred to the municipality 

rather than having an easement applied to them, when parkland or trails 

are being proposed on the lands to permit for the City to make the 

investment required to fixup the lands; 

 Clarified that Bill 109 permits for full credit to be provided to developers 

for encumbered parkland, where in the past only partial credit was 

provided on a case by case basis; 

 Questioned how the City will protect itself and taxpayers against the 

future cost of maintaining encumbered parkland; 

 Questioned how the City will fund parkland for the Bridge Station Transit 

Oriented Community if the developers are not required to provide cash in 

lieu for their parkland deficit;  

 Suggested that there should be a consistent standard for parkland citywide; 

 Clarified that parkland not owned by the City is not included when 

calculating Markham’s total hectares of parkland, but that it is considered 

from a parks programing and design perspective ; 

 Suggested that the City will need to have strong policies that encourage 

the efficient use of land in intensification corridors, such as urban school 

formats, strata parks, and tanking stormwater management ponds; 
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 Requested that staff include information on how Markham can achieve its 

parkland targets as part of its next presentation to the Development 

Services Committee. 

The Consultants and Staff responded and provided clarification to inquiries from 

the Committee.   

Moved by Councillor Alan Ho 

Seconded by Councillor Isa Lee 

1. That the presentation entitled, "Markland Parkland Acquisition Study" be 

received. 

Carried 

 

4.2 UPDATE ON BRIDGE STATION TRANSIT ORIENTED COMMUNITY - 

MINISTER'S ZONING ORDER 

The Committee consented to adding the “Update on Bridge Station Transit 

Oriented Community – Minister Zoning Order” to the Agenda. 

 Darryl Lyons, Senior Manager, Policy & Research, provided a presentation titled 

“Update on Bridge Station Transit Oriented Community – Minster’s Zoning 

Order”. Mr. Lyons advised that an update on the TOC program agreements will 

be provided at the April 25, 2022 Development Services Committee. 

The Committee requested that staff provide a comparison of the recommendations 

from the January 25th, and March 29th, 2022, Council resolutions regarding the 

Provincial Bridge Station Transit Oriented Community (TOC) Proposal versus 

what was included in the Minster’s Zoning Order at the April 25, 2022 

Development Services Committee.  Committee also questioned what would 

happen if the City refused to sign the Bridge Station TOC agreements, and what 

can be negotiated within the agreements. 

Claudia Storto advised that the Planning Act allows municipalities to request 

amendments to a Minster’s Zoning Order, but that the decision to permit the 

amendment lies with the Minster. Ms. Storto advised that legal advice on specific 

aspects of the Minister’s Zoning Order could be provided in an in-camera session. 

Moved by Councillor Keith Irish 

Seconded by Councillor Andrew Keyes 

That the presentation titled “Update on Bridge Station Transit Oriented 

Community – Minister’s Zoning Order” be received. 

  Carried 
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5. ADJOURNMENT 

 Moved by Councillor Keith Irish 

 Seconded by Councillor Andrew Keyes 

 That the Development Services Committee adjourned at 12:37 PM. 

  Carried 


