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April 11, 2022 

By E-Mail to clerkspublic@markham.ca 

City Council 
City of Markham 
Markham Civic Centre 
101 Town Centre Boulevard 
Markham, Ontario 
L3R 9W3 
 
Attention: Kimberley Kitteringham, City Clerk 

Dear Council: 

Re: Proposed Area-Specific Development Charge for the Rodick/Miller Road 
Planning District – Area 17 
Development Charges Public Meeting – April 12, 2022 
Submissions on behalf of White Owl Properties Limited 

We are counsel to White Owl Properties Limited (“White Owl”), the owner of lands located 
northeast of the intersection of Woodbine Avenue and 14th Avenue in the City of 
Markham, within the Rodick/Miller Road Planning District.  A map of this area is attached 
for ease of reference. 

We understand that on April 12, 2022, City Council will be holding a public meeting to 
consider, among other things, an Area-Specific Development Charge (“ASDC”) By-law 
for the Rodick/Miller Road Planning District - Area 17 (“Area 17”). 

Although the City’s Notice of Public Meeting states that one of the purposes of the public 
meeting is to “allow the public the opportunity to review and provide comments on the … 
proposed new development charges by-law”, we understand that a draft of the ASDC By-
law for Area 17 is not yet publicly available. Consequently, we are unable to provide 
comments on the proposed by-law at this time. 

Meanwhile, we are aware that there is a current ASDC By-law for Area 17 (By-law 2017-
122), which was enacted by City Council on December 12, 2017, and expires after five 
years (i.e., December 2022).  That by-law imposes an area-specific development charge 
in Area 17 for the following municipal services: storm water management and sanitary 
sewers. 
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Assuming that the proposed ASDC By-law for Area 17 is intended to follow a similar 
format as By-law 2017-122, we offer the following preliminary comments: 

1. The area to which By-law 2017-122 applies, as shown on Schedule “C” to that by-
law, does not include the lands immediately south of Miller Avenue, east of 
Woodbine Avenue, which we understand are currently owned by Infrastructure 
Ontario and for which the proposed stormwater management pond was designed 
to accommodate flows; 

2. The City is the owner of certain lands within Area 17, west of Rodick Road, for 
which the proposed stormwater management pond was designed to accommodate 
flows.  Although these lands are within the area to which By-law 2017-122 applies, 
the by-law states that it does not apply to land or buildings that are owned or used 
by a municipality; and 

3. The area to which By-law 2017-122 applies includes lands east of Rodick Road 
and north of 14th Avenue, which are currently developed for employment uses and 
for which the proposed stormwater management pond was not designed to 
accommodate flows. 

Thus, practically speaking, it appears that a proposed new ASDC By-law for Area 17 may 
apply only to the White Owl lands.  As a result, White Owl wishes to have discussions 
within City Engineering and Finance staff to consider other servicing solutions for the 
lands and potential alternatives to a proposed ASDC By-law for Area 17.  Given that By-
law 2017-122 does not expire for more than eight months, there is no immediate urgency 
to replace this by-law.  Consequently, on behalf of White Owl, we are writing to request 
that Council defer any decision to proceed with a new ASDC By-law for Area 17 at this 
time. 

Kindly ensure that we receive any decision of Council regarding this matter. 

Yours truly, 
DAVIES HOWE LLP 
 

 
Mark R. Flowers 
Professional Corporation 
 
Attachment 
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copy: Client 

Nick Pileggi, Macaulay Shiomi Howson Ltd. 
Abhi Sood, AECOM Canada Limited 
Tony Masongsong, Masongsong Associates Engineering Ltd.  
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