
Presentation to Development Services Committee, March 1, 2022

MARKHAM CENTRE SECONDARY PLAN 
INTERIM UPDATE AND DISCUSSION

Source: Google Earth, 2020

Draft Development Concept: Focus on Uptown
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Project Update

2019 2020

Existing Conditions Analysis

Developed an understanding of current 
conditions and identified strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and 
constraints.

Deliverable

•	 Existing Conditions Reports

Initial Public Consultation 

Talked to people about their experience with 
Markham Centre: what do they love, what could 
be improved, what are their hopes for Markham 
Centre?

Public Consultation

•	 Pop-ups across the city
•	 Your Voice Markham website

Deliverable

•	 Community Engagement Summary Report

Visioning

Developed a vision and guiding principles as the 
basis for creation of the Secondary Plan.

Public Consultation

•	 3 virtual engagement sessions exploring 
different themes

•	 Online visioning workshop
•	 Downtown Markham Retail Consultation
•	 Your Voice Markham website
•	 Online Youth Design Jam (targeted at 

youth aged 13-19)

Deliverables

•	 Summer 2020 Engagement Report
•	 Vision Report



6

Project Update

*Future public consultation approaches will be determined based on the status of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the need to use virtual platforms rather than in-person events.

2021 2022

We are 
here

Development Concept

To develop and refine a preferred development concept 
based on the feedback on options.

Public Consultation*

•	 Virtual public open house 
•	 Your Voice Markham website

Deliverables

•	 Draft Development Concept Report
•	 Recommended Development Concept Report

Secondary Plan 

To produce the Secondary Plan for 
Markham Centre to brought into 
force through an amendment to the 
Markham Official Plan.

Public Consultation*

•	 Statutory public meeting 
•	 Your Voice Markham website

Deliverable

•	 Markham Centre Secondary 
Plan

2020

Development Options

Explored different ideas for the future of Markham Centre, 
including variations on built form, height and density, 
land use, parks and open spaces, community amenities, 
and transportation networks.

Public & Stakeholder Consultation

•	 Small-group workshops with Members of Council
•	 Meetings with landowners
•	 Your Voice Markham website forum and online 

survey
•	 Virtual public information meeting 

Deliverables

•	 Development Options
•	 Development Options Consultation Summary
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Vision

Markham Centre is 
Markham’s downtown.

It is the heart of the city 
and a vibrant, intensive, 

mixed use urban core.
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Guiding Principles

Create a place that is the 
heart of Markham

Support a diverse and 
prosperous economy

Support arts, culture, and 
recreation

Create an efficient and safe 
transportation system

Create a great public realm

Foster diverse built form

Build neighbourhoods 
with access to all the things 
needed for daily life

Realize the full potential 
of the Rouge River Valley 
as an environmental and 
placemaking feature

Champion sustainability and 
environmental performance

Plan for inclusive and diverse 
neighbourhoods

1

73

5

102

84

9

6

11 Transition from suburban to 
urban
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Big Moves

Intensity Around GO Station and Enterprise
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The GO station area and Enterprise Boulevard as the centre of intensity and cornerstone of transit-oriented 
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Big Moves

PRIMARY TRANSIT
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Variation in built form and height—more intense at particular nodes and less intense in peripheral areas.2
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Big Moves

Broadly Mixed Use
Mixed Use (Office Priority)
Employment 
Residential 

Land Use Designation
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Balancing employment and residential uses.3
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Big Moves

UPTOWN
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Districts
District Sub-Areas

Enterprise ‘Main Street’
Other Potential Active Frontages
Markham Civic Square
Other Potential Neighbourhood-Anchoring Squares

15-MINUTE WALK (1.25 KM)

A network of neighbourhoods, each anchored by an active core.4
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Big Moves

MAJOR
PARK
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Greenway
Trail Connections
Major Street Connections
Parkland 
Major Greenway-Adjacent Park

Focus on the Greenway as the Centre’s key identifier and public space.5



16

Big Moves

DOWNTOWN 
CIVIC CLUSTER

UPTOWN 
CIVIC CLUSTER

UNIONVILLE
MULTI-MODAL
STATION

NEW PERFORMING
ARTS CENTRE

TOWN CENTRE
SQUARE

CIVIC 
CENTRE
AND
PARK

CENTRAL 
LIBRARY /
LIVING LAB /
COMMUNITY CENTRE

MARKHAM
CIVIC

SQUARE

COMMUNITY
CENTRE

UNIONVILLE
HIGH SCHOOL

Civic Clusters

Civic Building
Mixed Use Building With Civic Facility
Civic Square
Park

Creation of a new civic district.6



17

Big Moves

*

*

*

*

*

*
*

*

MAJOR
SPORTS

PARK

MARKAM
CIVIC SQUARE

POTENTIAL 
RAIL DECK PLAZA

UNIONVILLE
MULTI-MODAL
STATION

CIVIC CENTRE
PARK

Civic Square
Potential Local Square
Parkland
Hydro Corridors
Greenway
Trail Connections

**

A parks and open space network, and consideration of the hydro corridors.7
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Big Moves
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GO Rail / Station
VIVA Rapidway / Station
407 Transitway / Station

Bikeways (Subject to Review)
Trails and Walkways

An environment that truly prioritizes walking, cycling and transit.8
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Markham Centre: Facing Northwest

UPTOWN (WARDEN AND 7) AREA

UNIONVILLE
MULTI-MODAL

STATION
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General Framework
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Uptown Area: Demonstration Plan
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CIVIC CENTRE AND POND NEW SQUARE TOWN CENTRE BLVD

ROUGE GREENWAY

WARDEN / 7 INTERSECTION MILLENNIUM PARK

UNIONVILLE
MULTI-MODAL
STATION

UPTOWN

FAIRBURN

KENNEDY
DOWNTOWN

Uptown Area: Facing southeast to the Warden / 7 
intersection from above Millennium Park

TOWN CENTRE BRT STATION
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Uptown Area: Facing northeast to the 
future Clegg / Circa intersection
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MULTI-MODAL
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KENNEDY
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MILLENNIUM PARK

CLEGG / CIRCA INTERSECTION
WITH POTENTIAL SQUARE

SCHOOL / COMMUNITY CENTRE

ROUGE GREENWAY

SCHOOLCEDARLAND BRT STATION
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General Framework
Uptown: Markham Centre’s Secondary Core

Integrating the Present 
and the Future 
One of Uptown’s unique 
characteristics is how much of it is 
already built or approved. 

The Plan seeks to integrate this 
existing fabric with the next 
generation of development.

Mixing Civic Use and 
Private Development 
Uptown’s Civic Uses include:

•	 The existing Civic Centre
•	 Three planned community 

centres and three planned 
schools

•	 A variety of important public 
spaces

Designing and retrofitting these 
elements for an increasingly urban 
future is critical.

The Uptown District, centred 
around Highway 7 and Warden 
Avenue, will become one of the two 
main poles of Markham Centre.

It will have a character distinct 
from Downtown: less intense, but 
also more varied in nature due to 
its longer history of development. 
A number of important civic 
elements, both existing and new, 
will contribute to its identity. 
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General Framework

Existing Condition
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General Framework
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General Framework

Main Streets



30

General Framework
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Civic Clusters
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General Framework

Civic Spaces
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Great Streets
Dual Role of Great Streets: Mobility and Place

Mobility 
The Secondary Plan will 
identify what is required to 
accommodate the future 
functional needs for the Centre. 

The Plan will recommend complete 
networks for all users: 
•	 pedestrians 
•	 bicycles
•	 transit 
•	 goods movement
•	 private automobiles  

Place 
The Public Realm aspect of streets 
(the space between buildings) 
will focus on what is required to 
support an active, healthy, beautiful 
and vibrant community.

•	 Generous sidewalks
•	 Cycling facilities for all ages and 

abilities
•	 Places for outdoor seating
•	 Large and healthy urban forest
•	 Green infrastructure

Developing Great Streets in Markham 
Centre contributes to at least nine of 
eleven Guiding Principles.
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Great Streets
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Great Streets
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Great Streets
The Aspiration
Different Street Types/ Different Responses

Example: Arterial (43.0m-45.0m ROW) FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY
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Great Streets
The Aspiration
Different Street Types/ Different Responses

Example: Arterial with Dedicated Transit/HOV (43.0m-45.0m ROW) FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY
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Example: Major Collector (30m ROW)

Great Streets
The Aspiration
Different Street Types/ Different Responses

FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY
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The Aspiration
Different Street Types/ Different Responses

FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY
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Great Spaces
Great Spaces: Sustainability, Recreation and Placemaking

The Greenway 
At the core of Markham Centre 
is the Rouge Greenway, a unique 
ecological feature.

It will:
•	 protect natural habitats in the 

midst of the city
•	 help shape Markham Centre’s 

character and identity
•	 provide limited recreation 

and movement opportunities 
through the trails system

Other Parks 
Markham Centre should have a 
robust and varied parks system.

It will provide:
•	 high profile urban squares 

that anchor Markham Centre’s 
neighbourhoods

•	 a range of green parks to serve 
community needs, from small 
parkettes to large spaces for 
active recreation

•	 public art opportunities
•	 a dual focus on placemaking and 

functional programming

Developing Great Spaces in Markham 
Centre contributes to at least seven 
of eleven Guiding Principles.
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Great Spaces

Greenway
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Great Spaces

Local and 
Neighbourhood Parks
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Great Spaces
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Development
A More Fine-Grained and Pedestrian-Oriented Approach to Built Form

Urban Development
Built form in Markham Centre 
should contribute to intensification, 
but also to quality of life. 

It must:
•	 appropriately frame streets and 

open spaces
•	 engage positively with the public 

realm, whether through active or 
passive means

•	 always prioritize the pedestrian 
experience, through scale, 
porosity and ground floor design

Variety of Forms 
Built form should be varied in 
nature.

It must:
•	 mix tall and mid-rise typologies 

on most blocks, while 
contributing to an overall height 
strategy

•	 mix land uses, and associated 
forms

•	 provide a wide variety of open 
spaces, both public and private in 
accessibility 

Achieving a high quality and varied 
built form contributes to at least six 
of eleven Guiding Principles.
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Development

Mid-Rise Buildings
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Tall Buildings

Development
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Development
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Development
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General Framework
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