
              
From: Switzer, Barbara <Barbara.Switzer@york.ca> On Behalf Of Regional Clerk 
Sent: November 2, 2020 3:16 PM 
To: Aurora Clerks General Inbox <Clerks@aurora.ca>; Aguila-Wong, Christine <caguila-
wong@markham.ca>; clerks@newmarket.ca; EG Clerks General Inbox <clerks@eastgwillimbury.ca>; 
King Clerks General Inbox <clerks@king.ca>; Rachel Dillabough <rdillabough@georgina.ca>; Richmond 
Hill Clerks General Inbox <clerks@richmondhill.ca>; Vaughan Clerks General Inbox 
<clerks@vaughan.ca>; WS Clerks General Inbox <clerks@townofws.ca> 
Subject: Regional Council Decision - COVID-19 - Potential Re-Opening of Businesses within York Region 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from a source outside the City of Markham. DO 

NOT CLICK on any links or attachments, or reply unless you recognize the sender 

and know the content is safe. 

 
On November 2, 2020 Regional Council made the following decision: 

 
That Regional Council advocate to the Premier and Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health, to 
re-open businesses (Restaurants, Bars, Gyms, and Recreational Facilitates) in York Region as 
soon as possible based on the following modified safe re-opening recommendations of Dr Kurji, 
York Region Medical Officer of Health: 
 
All Businesses and Organizations 

• Compliance with any advice, recommendations and instructions issued by the Office of 
the Chief Medical Officer of Health on screening for COVID-19 

• Comprehensive COVID-19 plans in place  
• Active screening of staff, maintaining logs for every scheduled shift, and communication 

with staff regarding COVID activity 
• Having active ill staff policy in place 
• Implementing natural ventilation (opening windows) or mechanical ventilation to increase 

the rate of air change and avoid recirculation of air indoors 
 
Bar and Restaurants 

• All staff are to wear medical masks at all times, including areas where the public does 
not have access, for both indoor and outdoor dining, following Ministry of Labour 
regulations  

• All patrons are to wear face coverings or masks at all times, for both indoor and outdoor 
dining, other than for the purposes of eating or drinking 

• Active screening for patrons: patrons entering the facility must have their name, contact 
information, date and time recorded, including dining, pick-up and take out 

• Patrons are to maintain wearing face masks or coverings when interacting with servers 
and restaurant staff  

• Use of scheduled reservations where possible to better control capacity  
• Establishing time limits for attending a setting   
• Reducing background noise by lowering background music to below the level 

of conversation  
• Reducing hours of operations 
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Gyms and Recreational Facilities 

• Province reintroduce the maximum capacity limit for gyms based on a ratio of the 
facility’s square footage while adhering to physical distancing measures of at least 2 
metres 

• All patrons to wear face masks or covering unless engaged in vigorous physical activity 
• No drop-ins; all visits must be scheduled to help ensure capacity is maintained at all 

times 
• Active screening for patrons, screening and temperature checks   
• All patrons entering the facility must have their names, contact information, date and 

time recorded 
• Not to include more than 1 instructor per class 
• Maintain cleaning schedule to ensure disinfectant of fitness equipment, exercise areas 

and spaces  
• Change rooms open for the purpose of using the washroom and store outdoor clothing 

(boots, coats)  
• For simultaneous classes, stagger times to ensure entry/exit points and outside areas 

are not crowded 
 

Christopher Raynor | Regional Clerk, Regional Clerk’s Office, Corporate Services 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The Regional Municipality of York | 17250 Yonge Street | Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1  
O: 1-877-464-9675 ext. 71300 | christopher.raynor@york.ca | york.ca 

 

Our Mission: Working together to serve our thriving communities – today and tomorrow 
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