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Conference Overview - Background
• In November 2018, the City of Markham participated in Web 

Summit, the world’s largest tech conference

• Markham delegates were part of a larger Canadian delegation 

attending the Summit to promote its ‘sister’ conference, Collision, 

taking place in Toronto in May 2019

• Information and Communications Technology is Markham’s top 

targeted priority sector as outlined in Markham’s Economic Strategy

• Technology as an enabler across all industry verticals
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Overview - Objectives

a. Promote the Toronto Collision Conference (May 20-23, 2019)

b. Learn about Web Summit and Collision and determine Markham’s 

level of presence and support

c. Engage in Foreign Direct Investment opportunities

d. Promote export development for GTA companies 

e. Hear from global tech industry thought leaders
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Overview - Web Summit Conference
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Overview - Canadian Participants
• City of Toronto

• Invest in Canada

• Global Affairs Canada

• York Region

• Toronto Region Board of Trade

• Toronto Global

• ventureLAB

• Communitech

• MaRS

• Tourism Toronto

• SMEs from across Canada

6



Conference Materials

7



Itinerary – Summary of Meetings, Nov. 4-8 
• Mayor of Lisbon, Fernando Medina

• United Nations Secretary-General, António Guterres

• Web Summit Founder, Paddy Cosgrave

• Canadian Ambassador to Portugal, Lisa Rice Madan

• Start Up Portugal, Director Joao Mendes Borga

• Siemens Portugal CEO, Pedro Miranda

• Founder Alert Life Sciences Computing, Jorges Guimaraes
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Itinerary – Summary of Networking Events, Nov. 4-8 
• Reception hosted by President of Portugal, Marcelo Rebelo de 

Sousa

• Web Summit Speakers Dinner receptions

• Portugal Israel Chamber of Commerce business reception 

• Invest in Canada daily business receptions

• Embassy of Canada business reception

• Venture Summit breakfast reception

• Ecosystem Summit 
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Meetings with Officials 
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From Left to Right: Toronto Mayor John Tory, 

Canadian Ambassador to Portugal Lisa Rice 

Madan, Lisbon Mayor Fernando Medina, 

and Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti

Markham Mayor Frank 

Scarpitti with Lisbon 

Mayor Fernando Medina

Mayor Frank Scarpitti with Canadian 
Ambassador to Portugal Lisa Rice Madan 
and Toronto Mayor John Tory



UN Secretary General, Prime Minister of Portugal
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Canadian Pavilion
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Business Networking
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Miron Derchansky, Head of 

LEO Innovation Lab Israel

Paddy Consgrave, 

Founder, Web 

Summit

Dr. Yossi Vardi, Tech Guru and Serial 

Entrepreneur and one of the founders of 

Israel’s start-up ecosystem 



Business Networking
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Jan de Silva, President 

and CEO, Toronto Region 

Board of Trade

Middle: Raphael Gamzou, 

Ambassador of Israel to Portugal



Business Networking

15

Utsav Agarwal 

and Kritatrh

Chharbra, Glovo

Sumi Shan, Dunya Project

Ike Kavas and Lynn 

Tanattanawin, Ephesoft
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Siemens CEO Pedro Miranda



Our Team
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Mission Outcomes
• Promoted Collision Conference in 2019; encouraged visits to 

Markham while in the GTA

• Raised awareness about Markham’s tech and innovation cluster 

through presence at conference and media exposure

– 5 editorial mentions;   X broadcasts (to follow)

– 1.2 M + potential people viewed (to confirm)

• Achieved understanding of conference size and scale and the best 

way forward for Markham to participate in Collision

• Strengthened relationships with Toronto Region partners including 

Toronto Global, City of Toronto, Invest in Canada

• Follow up with three investment leads in the tech sector 
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Collision Conference, Toronto
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https://twitter.com/i/status/1071079539609088001


Collision- Follow Up & Preparation
• Region of York secured pavilion at conference

• Markham will participate with visuals and help showcase companies 

• Markham-focused activation at conference under development 

• ventureLAB and Yspace to be featured in StartUp Island

• Delegate site visit to Markham during Collision

• Markham participating in Collision conference FDI sub-committee
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Additional Observations
• Massive scale, concurrent programming

• Corporates using as vehicle for talent attraction and brand 

awareness

• Highly interactive displays, no paper
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