
 

VIA Email < steve.clark@pc.ola.org > 
  
May 31, 2019 
 
Hon. Steve Clark 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
777 Bay Street, 17th Floor 
Toronto, ON  M5G 2E5 
 
 
RE:  Resolution from Councillor Kroon, re: Highway 48 Corridor 
 
Please be advised that the above-noted matter was placed before Council at its meeting 
held on May 21, 2019, and the following resolution was passed:  
 

Moved by Councillor Kroon 
Seconded by Councillor Upton 
 
Whereas there have been growing interest from the development industry in the 
lands along The Highway 48 corridor between 19 Avenue in the City of Markham 
and Bethesda Side Road in the Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville; and 
  
Whereas development along the Highway 48 corridor is limited by access 
requirements through its designation as a Provincial highway; and 
  
Whereas Council at its meeting on May 15, 2018 adopted OPA 145 to establish 
updated policies for the Gateway Mixed-use Area at the intersection of Main Street 
and Highway 48; and 
 
Whereas Council at its meetings on March 19 and May 7, 2019 expressed support 
of employment land conversion from two major landowners at Hoover Park Drive 
and Highway 48, which will bring new opportunities to enhance the area; and 
  
Whereas Council at its meeting on May 15, 2018 directed staff to work with City of 
Markham staff in a Joint Working Group to review all options for transportation, 
transit, pedestrian connectivity, public safety and municipal services which would 
benefit both municipalities, and City of Markham Council responded to the Town of 
Whitchurch-Stouffville Council initiative at its meeting on September 10, 2018 and 
directed its staff to participate in the Joint Working Group; and 
 
Whereas the Province of Ontario has just released a new Growth Plan for the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe, which allows the Town to expand and/or adjust its 
settlement area boundaries in advance of/or outside York Region’s Municipal 
Comprehensive Review, subject to certain limitations; and 
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Whereas there are lands in both the City of Markham and the Town of Whitchurch-
Stouffville along the Highway 48 corridor that can be considered for limited 
settlement area boundary expansions; and 
 
Whereas municipal services to support limited settlement area boundary 
expansions along the Highway 48 corridor can be provided but require close inter-
municipal coordination between the City of Markham and the Town of Whitchurch-
Stouffville. 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that Council direct staff to work with City of Markham staff 
through the Joint Working Group to develop a joint vision for the Highway 48 
corridor for the consideration of the respective municipal Councils; and  
 
That Council direct staff, through the visioning exercise, to explore areas along the 
Highway 48 corridor that can be considered for settlement area boundary 
expansions; and 
 
That Council further direct staff, through the visioning exercise, to explore options 
for transfer of the responsibility to the Region of York, for the section of Highway 
48 between 19 Avenue in the City of Markham and Bethesda Side Road in the 
Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville; and 
  
That Council direct staff to send a copy of this resolution to the City of Markham, 
York Region, and Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 
Carried 
 
 

Yours truly, 

 
Samantha Blakeley, Council Coordinator 
(905) 640-1910 x 2222 
 
 
cc:  York Region 
 City of Markham  
 


