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Poverty isn’t letting up in Markham and York 

Region …and neither are we





Meeting House – What we heard

• …
• Hidden poverty

• Significant housing 

affordability issues

• Insufficient programs 

for youth

• Social isolation –

aging population



Our research – What we found





2015









Wait list for Affordable Housing 

York Region - 16,500
• Applicants with no dependents – 3,714

• With dependents – 4,021

• Seniors – 8,765

Markham - 11,801

2nd largest wait list after Richmond Hill
• Applicants with no dependents - 2,440

• With dependents – 2,992

• Seniors – 6,369

(Applicants can be on multiple waiting lists)

Source:  Housing Access, York Region April 2019



Addressing Unignorable Issues

• Our network of agencies

• Our research and leadership in advocacy

• Corporate partnerships



Our Network of 

Care across 

York Region



Our Network 

Of Care in 

Markham



Investing in neighbourhoods that are 

falling behind:



Research, Investments & Advocacy 

on Housing Affordability
• 10% increase in support for two local agencies through 

the federal Reaching Home program 

• Successful advocacy for a Portable Housing Benefit as 

part of the National & Provincial Housing strategies

• Continued research partnerships to understand housing 

issues & homelessness across York Region



Supporting youth facing multiple 

barriers to the labour market:

Career Navigator – Tech Sector
• 176 enrolled in NPower Canada Program (in 

Markham)

• 88% of resident alumni secured employment and/or 

enrolled in PSE within 6 months of graduation

• Many Markham based corporate partners



• Connecting community pool 

of talent to employer led 

demand in infrastructure 

projects.

Systemic Solutions – Community 

Benefits



It’s all because of you…





Thank you!
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