
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Heritage Markham Committee 
 
FROM:  Regan Hutcheson, Manager, Heritage Planning 
 
DATE: July 9, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: Heritage District News 
 Spring 2025 
       

 
Project:  Heritage District News (newsletter) 
 
Background:  

 See attachment for the Program Outline and a copy of the newsletter. 
 

Status/ Staff Comment 

 The Heritage District News was mailed to 1200 properties in late June by Heritage 
Section staff. 

 The newsletter includes: 
o What is a HCD 
o Heritage Markham celebrates 50 years 
o Marking Changes in the a HCD- Major and Minor Permits 
o Awards of Excellence Program 
o Commercial Signage and the need for a Sign Permit 
o Financial Assistance available 
o Profile of the four HCDS and how to find their boundaries 
o Promotion of Doors Open Markham 2025 

 Special thanks to Councillor Rea and Liz Brown for spearheading the creation of the 
latest version of the newsletter. 
 

Suggested Recommendation for Heritage Markham  
 
That Heritage Markham receive as information the update on the Heritage District News 
newsletter. 
  
 
File: 
Q:\Development\Heritage\SUBJECT\HERITAGE DISTRICT NEWS\Spring 2025\HM memo July 9 2025 update.doc 
 

 



1. Program Outline 
 
Program: 
A newsletter directed to residents and property owners in the City’s heritage conservation districts. 
 
Purpose:  

 To foster communication between the City and those who live and work in heritage 
conservation districts 

 To inform property owners in the district about district related news  

 To remind readers of the special obligations that comes with being in a heritage district. 
 
Name:  
Heritage District News 
 
Format: 

 Four pages, 11X17 folded into brochure (5 ½ x 8 ½). 
 Clear circular seal to hold together 
 One section left black for Mailing label and stamping 
 Text and photos 
 Colour 

 
Typical Content: 

 Land use related news and developments in a district (i.e. a new building or façade 
improvement) 

 Requirement for seeking approval of alterations (i.e. Heritage Permits, other approvals) 

 Update on studies happening in the District (i.e. Yonge Street study, Heritage District studies) 

 Examples of good restoration projects underway or completed 

 Examples of good infill and new development 

 Award winning projects in the Districts 

 Restoration techniques and sources 

 Information on financial assistance programs (Property tax program, façade and signage grant 
programs, Heritage loan program) 

 Heritage Policy news and updates (changes to provincial polices, municipal policies) 

 Public works happening in the District 

 Information on related organization (SPOHT, historical societies, MVC) 

 Heritage Markham and its members (local contacts) 

 Explanation of Heritage Principles (preservation of original materials) 
 
Content Preparation: 
To be prepared in-house by the Heritage Section, Development Services Commission. 
 
Content Review: 
To be reviewed by Director of Planning and Urban Design (or designate) and Corporate Communications 
Advisor   
 
Distribution: 
Property owners in the City’s heritage conservation districts 
 
Method of Distribution: 
Option A – Canada Post regular mail 
Option B – Canada Post postal code unaddressed mail (requires too large an area for distribution) 



Option C – Community Group delivery  
Option D – Staff Delivery 
 
To date, only Option A has been used.  
 
Funding: 
Heritage Preservation Account (Reserve)  
# 087 2800 115 
 
Approvals: 

 Heritage District Newsletter concept was approved by Council on January 27, 1998 as part of 
the Unionville Heritage Conservation District Plan approval. 

 Heritage District Newsletter Pilot Program approved on January 26, 1999. 

 Heritage District Newsletter Program was endorsed and funded through the Heritage 
Preservation Account (Reserve)- #087-2800-115 at a cost of $1200 per issue and not to exceed 
$3600 per year – March 21 2006 



 
 

 
 


