
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Heritage Markham Committee 

 

FROM:  Peter Wokral, Senior Heritage Planner 

 

DATE: March 13, 2024 

 

SUBJECT: Demolition Permit Application 

 10855 Kennedy Road 

 The William Mergen House 

 DP 24 168243 

    

Property/Building Descriptions:  The William Mergen House detached 2 storey vernacular 

dwelling constructed c. 1863 

Use: Vacant/ Residential 

Heritage Status: Individually Designated under Part IV of the Ontario 

Heritage Act  

 

Application Proposal 

• The City’s Building Department has received a Demolition Permit application proposing 

to demolish the William Mergen House as well as an agricultural accessory building. 

 

Background 

• The property has been vacant since 2003 and was Individually designated under Part IV 

of the Ontario Heritage Act in 2016 (see Attachment C- Designation By-law). 

• The current property owner purchased the property in 2019 fully aware of the heritage 

status of the property. 

• The owner has provided a Heritage Building Condition Assessment prepared by Peng 

Engineering in 2020 recommending that the building should be demolished as soon as 

possible for safety reasons (see Attachment D -Heritage Building Condition Assessment). 

 

Staff Comment 

• The accessory building proposed for demolition is not listed as a heritage attribute of the 

property so there is no objection to its demolition. 

• The condition of the Mergen House based on the Building Condition Assessment 

prepared by Peng Engineering appears to be comparable to the condition of homes 

relocated to Heritage Estates and successfully restored.   

 

 



 

Suggested Recommendation for Heritage Markham  
 

THAT Heritage Markham has no objection to the proposed demolition of the accessory building 

at 10855 Kennedy Road as it is not identified as a heritage attribute of the property in the 

Designation By-law. 

 

THAT Heritage Markham does not support the proposed demolition of the William Mergen 

House. 

 

AND THAT the owner undertake necessary repairs to the William Mergen House to return it to 

habitable condition. 

 

 

Attachments 

 

Attachment  A- Location Map  

Attachment  B- Photograph of the William Mergen House 

Attachment  C- Designation By-law 

Attachment  D- Heritage Building Condition Assessment 

 

 

File: 10855 Kennedy Rd. 

 

     

 
Q:\Development\Heritage\PROPERTY\KENNEDY\10855\Demolition Permit 2024\HM Memo May 2024.doc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment  A- Location Map  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix B- Photogrpah of the William Mergen House 

 

 

 
 

Google Street view June 2023 
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